CuvrcH or JEsus CHRIST oF Larrer DAy SuanTts

Tie Couwoin or Tan TweLas
4T € - MOUTH TEWELE STROET

SaLr Lake Crry, Uran

Mr. George L. rlngeon,
E-E."l'l:-ﬁqllin, [H:rﬂh!

Dear Brother Higsmineon:
Thanle you for your note which came some time BE0.

1 am enclosing herevith some excerpts from an artisle
or histery written by George E. Higednzen back in 1892, whieh
I em sure you will find of interest,

I heve the original written in George B. Higeinsom's
handwriting which T had hoped to turn cver to the Hiatorian's
Office, and some time when you are in Salt Lake you will
probebly be interested in looking it through and reading 1t
in full.

When you adviged that you can find no records or papers
I remember now that in this statement he said he had to destroy
his records in order to protect Brothep Parley P. Pratt.

We hope this statement will be of interest to you.

With kind wishes,

dpenecar ¥W. K

SWE /m



Experpt from the originel record - FIRST CHFRCEFE MISSION - History of - by Elder George

The lat Chief of the Chickasaw Hation, nemed Winchester Colbert, a fine educated man,
was nesrly blind with inflamed eves. Ee had not, ap he sald, slept 2 hours per night for
5 yeara. Myself and Coclk administered to him. I anointed his eyes, and Bro. Coock was mouth
in rebuking the digesse. NHe doon retired to bed and went to eleeping and next morning aross
from his slumbers with his eyes perfectly healed. This miracls gotn spread, and he invited
us io make his house our future home whenever we falt inclined, but still none of them oheyad
the gespel. I will further desist from quoting miracles s they were so numercus. One more
T will state this is in connection with myself. Myself and Hlder Coglk had been steying with
4 man by the name of Joseph ¥nebb, We had been doing some carpentering for him. (This we
had to do to get our clothing.) During the time we stayed there working and preaching to
the natives every Sundey I was taken sick with the dumb chills end 42 hours fever. This
was & terrific blow to me. Por 8 daya I ate nothing, but drank from 12 to 16 gallons of water
per 24 hours. T was torribly redused in peraon end Bro, Cook wae getting alarmed on sccount
of my siclness. He was down in the garden dooking to see 1f he could find something that T
could presume to eat. During his absence I left the chair I vas sitting in and lay dewn an
the bed, Immediately aftar lylng down I felt the deatroyer take hold of me. I became
benumbed all over and T Teallzed what war coming on to ma, 1 made an effort to get off the
bed but my leps refused to answer to the call. Ther were dead and atiff. I sat upon the
bed and lewdly excleimed, ™ir, Lucifer, Jou are not going to destroy me this time, I'11

myself on to the poreh fn front of the house and called fap help. Mrs. Krebb came and saw
uy situation and ran for Mder Coak. He came rurning for dear 1ife and soon administered

to me and desth was atayed and departed from my system and from that time T commanced to

jet well, although very wealk. During my sickness which was during the month of Geptenber,

@ were oalled upon to leave the Choctaws and as I have before stated, return to the Cherokees.
ls soon a8 T was eble we made an effort to leave. I saddled my horse, one I had worked for
md Elder Cook hitched om to his buggy. This was in Ootober AD 1856, We intended to go that
ught to Bdw, Krebbs, s distence of about 8 miles. Befors ye gottthere Bro. Cook's horse

ma taken seriously sick with s fever and it wae with difficulty we resched Wdward Krebba.

e waited 3 or 4 days to see if the horse would recover. This it did net do, so that it

g8 pogalble to travel with him. We counseled together and concluded T had better go on

wnd Bro. Cook would stay with ihe Choctawes wntil his horse was well, Consequently he had

© stay all that Fall and most of the Winter.

I arrived in about a week from the time I left the Choctaws, on Rods Creek, Bro.Miller's
egdquarters in the Cherokes nation. I found Bro. Iyring and Bro. Case there, both sisk with
he ague end fever. Bra, Miller was out on the Verdigree River and also Bro, Richerds.
hey had baptized Jack kendall, = Meskosee King, and all bip family and subjecta. This was
ulte an addition to the church. Bro. Miller had received notice from the U.S.Indian Agent
or the Cherckee nation to leave the nation within some given date. This he did and took
ros Case with him, and they atarted ror Potavatamie, to thers remain the balance of the
lier. The Presidency of the migsicn fell on to Bro, Wasbington N. Cook, of which ha was
1ly notified, eng hastened to our beedquartera to some towm on the Verdigree River and tonk
aarge of this miesion end presided unti]l he died,

During this winter T stayed with a Creols by the name of "iley Perryman. He was rich
W we were well treated. We kept on oreachine 4o the Creeke and Cherokees, and we baptized
weral. S8pring opens up here in the early days of March and the weathar gote very warm
id every ldnd of tree anc vegetation blooms out and a1l is lovely end we all bogan to feel

-ke traveling more extansively end holding meetings all through these nations, until cur
wril Conference. Thie was the spring of AD 1857,
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In the early part of March, I in connecticn with sore native Eldere end sisters,
started up the Verdigree one Saturdey. I was goige to preach a funersl sermem cn the death
of a brother nemed Prince Perryman. They went with me to hear and for company. About noon
or after we came to A Pretty Little Spring Creek, with plenty of pretty shade trees and an
abundance of fine green grass, so we concluded to gtop and turn ocur horses to feed and take
8 Imnoh of jerked beef and venison and bisouits, and after resting for en hour end a half,
we ommoluded to travel on. We saddled up and mounted when suddenly a white man on horse-
back was seen coming towards us qulte lively. The native brethren said ha looked like a
UsS.Marshall, and the supposition wes that he was efter myself to take me end turn me out
of the nations for preashing the gospel, as some Methodist ministers had threatened to have
me turhed out. We rede right along, the brethren declaring if he proved to be a marshall
he should not take me unless I said so. By this time he was up with us, and steered his
courae for me. I then began to think he was a marshall. He very pelitely said "How do you
do", asked me if my nome was Elgelnson. T replied in the affirmative. He then asked me to
Tide with him a short dimtence shesd of the compeny as he had some business with me. Then
I, feeling certain that he wes & marshall, refused to go unless he told me who he was. He
rode near to me end whispered to me "Farley P. PrattV. He was in disguise and T almost
doubted ke statement. He then produced a letter that I had written to Flder J. H, Hart in
St. Louis, and asked me if T recognized that hendwriting. I answered in the effirmative,
end esked him from whom he got possession of it He sald, "From Bro. Hart end Bro.Erastus
Snow in 8t. Louls.” We rode ahead and he informed me he waa flying from death and was seek-
ing shelter in these neticma and requeated me to sssigt him. I told him he enly had to com
mand me, I would do anything I poselbly could for him. We presched the funeral serman in
the morning of Bro. FPerryman, and after dinner, mreelf and Farley tock a walk and he inform
ed me of the circumstances that had caumed his flight, and of the other things that had
transpired in connectionm with it, that I wae not to meke Imown until such time as he aew it
to reveal it. I, of course, so promised, and kept my vew. The next day I tocok Bro. Pratt
about 12 miles higher up the River Verdlgree to Bro. Joseph Burgess's who had a nice home
on the edge of a large prairie, and wes quite secluded (as Bro.Pratt so desired.) He was
kindly received and welcomed by both Bro. Burgess end wife. I according to his instruc-
tions introduced him ms Rlder Parker from Mew Tork. He stayed there until the &th of April
when he came down to ocur conference which we held at the house of Sister Randall in Send
Town. Her maband, Jack Rendall, wes now dead, and in lesing Jack the Elders snd missien
lost their best friend. He died strong in the faith of the gospek, end bore a falthful
teatimony befere dying. Brother Pratt wes introduced as Elder Perker to the natives, Of
course the other Elders nearly all of them were ssquainted with him. luring our conference
he requested me to go down to the frontiers of Texas and look for Mrs. Mclean end convey
some letters to her, and some to Homer Duncan, John Moddy and others who were Texas misgione
ories and were mxmected soonm to arrive with the exmlgrant salnts from Texas. T accordingly
went aa directed, but after traveling in that direction feor 200 miles, I found through
inquiring, that the Mormon Emlgraticon from Texas was yet 300 miles South of my place of
staying (on the North fork of the Canadian River.} I therefore, hastened back on the
Arkansas Hiver to mes Parley and report my muccess and recaive freah instructioms. The
morning efter my arrival at Fert Gibeeon, May 4, 1857, as near ss T can remesber from clir-
cumstances (for I was cbliged to destroy my journal and all my pepers to try and keep

Cavelry. After this T was impriscned with him, ate with and drank with him, slept with him,

talked with him, was handouffed with and to him and in like manner wes drsgged sorcss the

country from Fort Gibason to Ven Buren, fArkenaas, where T was mobbed with him, and where he

was martyred for the Gospells sake, and after his martyrdom I rode through the homes of

the mobocrats snd obtained posseselon of his corpee and buried it with a moeb all arocund me

at 10 ofelock of the night of the lith of May, AD 1857, without the presence of & brother

or sister. In this matter I presume I ran as much, if not more, riak than did

B.H.Roberts in the matter of the Tennessee martyrs, but I never received 2 kind word ar any

recognition for my service in that direction and 1t has been remarked "Died Parley as & fool

dieth”. Trusting thim short smopsis will be acceptable, and if snything mere is requisite

in the premises and I am shle to convey it, command me, and T will try and respond, And as

sver I remain, Your Brother in the Gospel Covenant. /8/ George B. Higginscn.

m tha dmt:ruf Bi;- Weshington N.Cook, Bro. Henry Eyring was the Pres. of the mission
soring AD 1858. He wam st thet date caled home d the miggi

n s ED e migglon was to

ent abendoned altho there were many branches of the elmrch then with racher unrthu:;m:n::;rﬁ
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