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The following report is intended to supplement the Hager Geoscience Report and 

expand the findings of the survey as they relate to historical accounts and physical 

landmarks. It is assumed that the reader is familiar with the Hager Report since details in 

that report are referenced. 

 Throughout this report there are number of quotations.  They have been edited by 

the author for brevity and clarity.  Some of the complete historical accounts, from which 

these quotations are taken, are included in appendix 1.   
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Historical Introduction 

 

Parley Parker Pratt, an apostle of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

(the “Church”), was murdered at about 10:00 AM on May 13, 1857, 12 miles northeast of 

Van Buren, Arkansas.  His body was taken to Zealey Wynn’s home, where an inquest 

was held the afternoon of the following day. Parley’s wife, Eleanor Pratt, and George B. 

Higginson, a missionary, dressed it in clean garments, and wrapped it completely in white 

linen. A walnut casket and a pine box were provided for his burial . There are conflicting 

accounts as to how, when and where the interment of the body actually took place.  It is 

not the intent of this report to provide a complete historical account and analysis of those 

events, but to seek to understand from those accounts where Parley P. Pratt was buried, as 

well as the location of other graves nearby in the historical Wynn Cemetery.  

 There were several local people involved in the burial who became sympathetic 

towards Parley. Zealey Wynn (sometimes referred to “Winn”) comforted him while he 

died and offered his home and graveyard. William Steward knew Parley as a boy. 

William owned a saw mill and provided the casket and box that for Parley’s burial. His 

son, John Steward, transported the casket and box to the Wynn home and then to the 

Wynn Graveyard. Judge Ogden and Sheriff Heyes and the hotel owner Mr. Smith went 

out of their way to protect and help Parley and Eleanor.  

The general populace felt that the man who murdered Parley was justified in 

killing him, but they felt the two local accomplices who helped were not. Most everyone 

was suspicious of Parley, his beliefs, and practices.  Events later that year, both nationally 

and in Utah, intensified the general public animosity against the Latter-day Saints.   From 

that time until 1902, it was not safe for  anyone from Parley’s family or the Church to 

visit or locate Parley’s exact burial site.  From the start, it was the desire of the family and 

the Church that Parley’s body be brought back to Salt Lake City for proper burial. 

Some time after Parley’s burial, a stone rock was placed on where some thought 

Parley was buried and within ten years after Parley’s death, someone also erected a rail 

fence around a possible site of his grave. Why, by whom, and whether the location was 

accurate is unknown. These were strange acts, considering that it was probable that 

Church and family members would be concerned that his body might be dug up and 

desecrated. 

A number of historical statements say that William Steward made the walnut 

coffin and pine box that Parley was buried in. A statement in 1937 says the coffin likely 

had an engraved metal plaque affixed to its top. An article of unknown date, probably 

after 1937, states that William Steward gave Parley the casket he had made for his own 

use when he died. William was wealthier than most and was a fine craftsman, as his 

home, which is still standing and used today, testifies. One would expect the coffin and 

box to be well made with more metal than usual. 

In 1892, George Higginson recounted, “[I] obtained possession of his corpse and 

buried it with a mob all around me – at 10 O’clock [at night].” 

Starting in 1902, details of Parley’s burial started to become available from local 

residents to concerned individuals from the family and Church.  John Steward told a 

church member that Mr. Carol Fine, who lived by the graveyard, could identify the grave, 

but it was not located at that time. 
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In 1912, other locals disclosed what they knew about the grave location. These 

statements include the following:  

 

“He was buried 4 or 5 feet west of the Fayetteville Road. The road has been 

moved out from the graveyard. He was buried in an area that was never plowed 

up and a thicket is growing there now. Parley’s grave was the most north grave. 

Four or five others were buried to the south and west of Parley. Parley’s grave 

was 25 paces northeast of William Wynn’s white marble headstone. Parley was 

buried 4 feet deep. Parley was buried in the northeast corner of the graveyard. He 

was buried southeast of an old red oak tree stump. Parley was buried 9 paces 

south of a white oak tree stump. Both tree stumps were next to the road.”  

 

Though these statements are enlightening, their accuracy may be questionable and 

clouded by word of mouth and the span of 55 years. John Steward, an eyewitness to the 

burial made this statement in 1912: “[I] hauled the box and wagon drawn by a yoke of 

cattle. Parley is buried in the field across the field 100 yards northwest of the Baptist 

Church. He was buried little south of large red oak tree. Pratt was buried within 20 or 30 

feet from thicket. I hauled coffin to grave. He was buried 40 or 50 yards west of 

Fayetteville road. Pratt was buried in a grave by himself.”  Though this statement was 

made when John Steward was 72 years old, it carries weight next to Higginson’s 

statement because they both were eyewitnesses to the burial. No other statements from 

eyewitnesses have been found. There is no record of anyone going out and trying to 

locate the grave in 1912. 

In 1912, the residents interviewed said that the following people were buried in 

the vicinity of Parley: 

 

• William – Son of W. and M. Wynn, Born Dec. 6, 1862, died Sept. 28, 

1867. (Original headstone still standing.) 

• Mary Frasier said that Mr. Frasier was buried south of Parley’s grave near 

the road.  Wm. Frasier grave was 15 paces east of the center of the 

graveyard. 

• Unknown grave 13 paces northwest from Frasier’s grave, 5 paces north, 

10 west, and 3 north. 60 paces east to Pratt’s grave. 

• Mrs. Fine said Zealey Wynn had two wives buried with him. Wynn’s 

grave is marked. 

• In 1937, Carol Fine repeated what other articles of that period also said-- 

that the graveyard covered an acre of land and had as many as 200 graves 

at one time.  

 

Nothing further was done until 1937 (80 years after Parley’s burial), when James 

Pope visited the area and recorded statements from the local residents. He was able to 

locate Carol Fine, who lived by the graveyard as a child and went by Parley’s grave daily 

to fetch water. Pope went with Fine who pointed out where he believed the grave was 

located. Pope states:  

 



 5 

“He was buried across the street from the old log school house. The stone placed 

on Parley’s grave was shaped like South America. No Mormon had seen the grave 

up until this time. Approaching the old burial place on the east side and at this 

point were between the cemetery and the little log house site which stood on a 

slope of the hill that continued down the ravine some 100 yards away to a flowing 

spring of water named Fine Springs. Leaving the car we walked about forty steps 

into a little patch of brush trees, the one small spot in the cemetery which had not 

been disturbed. Mr. Fine seemed puzzled at the condition of the place and 

indicated to me where the corner of the cemetery was when he was a boy of six 

…  Searching through the sandstones which were barely showing through the 

leaves we found a stone shaped like South America. It was near a group of white 

oak saplings growing in a 4 foot circle and a few feet from William Wynn’s 

grave.”  

 

Later that year, James Pope showed Harold Pratt the gravesite. Harold took 

pictures of the site, the earliest known. He writes, “The grave was located in an 

overgrown thicket of small trees and brush. Parley’s grave was north-northeast of 

William Wynn’s grave nine paces or 27 feet. William Wynn’s headstone was facing 

west.  Parley’s grave was about 3 feet east northeast of the large white oak stump.” 

Harold’s pictures confirm this. 

It must be noted that the description, location, and pictures of the grave in 1937 

are based solely on Carol Fine’s memory as a 79-year-old man who had not visited the 

site for years. John Steward, an eyewitness, said years earlier that Carol Fine knew where 

the grave was located. From that time on, all descriptions and efforts to locate, 

memorialize, and mark Parley’s grave are based on what they located that day in 1937. 

In 1949, John Giles, married to Una Pratt Giles, a granddaughter of Parley P. 

Pratt, and involved at that time in restoring LDS historic sites, lamented that Mr. Fine, 

Carol Fine’s son, had chopped the trees standing in 1941. He had also cleared the 

underbrush and grown on the site.  

In 1950, Giles purchased the cemetery property from B. F. Fine, probably the son 

of Carol Fine. They purchased a piece of property 60 feet north-south by 100 feet east-

west. Later, they added another 10 feet on the north and 10 feet on the west. Originally, 

they bought a 20-foot-wide right of way east of the property to the road. Later, they 

purchased property 70 feet north-south and east from the monument to the road to replace 

the right of way.  

A family committee was formed to construct a monument to Parley on the 

property. They hired the Jones Brothers Monument Company in Massachusetts to make 

the monument; the Putnam Funeral Home in Forth Smith, Arkansas to construct the 

walkways and place the monument stone; and J. D. Fine, the son of B. F. Fine, to clear 

the land, fence the property, grade a roadway, and locate other possible graves. The 

monument was completed in 1951. The correspondence and/or handwritten diagrams of 

the site indicate that they may have located the “South American” rock, believed by some 

to be Parley’s headstone, William Wynn’s headstone, and two other gravestones to the 

west of the monument location. They placed Parley’s monument stone five feet west of 

the location they believed to be Parley’s grave with a 3-foot walkway all around the 

grave and in front of the monument. 
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A photo taken early in 1951 shows the William Wynn headstone 27 feet south-

southwest of Parley’s monument. The photo shows the headstone facing east. The 

headstone had been moved or at least turned around from its position in 1937. 

In preparation for the bicentennial of Parley’s birth and the 150-year anniversary 

of his death, Paul DeBry and I investigated the location of the grave. In February 2006, 

we scanned the entire property with a high-resolution metal detector and found metal 

anomalies on the property outside the fenced monument area. We also found possible 

graves located outside the southeast corner of the fence as well as four large anomalies 

that were shaped like graves (these possible graves are described in the report). We were 

unable to locate any metal anomalies inside the fence, where the cement slabs, curbs, and 

walkways contain rebar reinforcement that prevented scanning much of the area.   

Because of these findings, the Jared Pratt Family Association decided to hire 

Massachusetts-based Hager Geoscience to scan the entire property using Electromagnetic 

(EM) and Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR). This survey was conducted in August 2006. 

The survey found a number of possible graves, which are described in the report, as well 

as 4 anomalies that are possible graves.  These anomalies were located in two distinct 

areas, one outside the southeast corner of the monument fence south to the property line, 

and the other around and behind the monument to Parley in the fenced area. It also found 

an old road, path, and tree stumps that likely correlate with historical statements. 

During 2006, Paul and I discovered other facts by talking to the local residents 

and the people from the Church who maintain the property.  Between 1998 and 2002, the 

Church purchased additional property as a buffer around the fenced buffer area. Also, 

between 1951 and 2006, many improvements to the monument area were made. The 

Church improved the fence, added a parking area, a sprinkler system, and two picnic 

tables, and added fill dirt to lawn and planting areas. They installed planter areas around 

the monument, inside the front and back fences, and around the cement patio around the 

monument. They replaced the cement walkway around the grave in front of the 

monument with a new cement patio area around the monument, installed a fence and 

benches around and on the cement patio, and planted new shrubbery and trees. As part of 

ongoing maintenance, they cut down a large tree that had been damaged by lightning in 

the area behind the monument. According to a maintenance worker involved, in the 

process of removing the stump, they destroyed a headstone that was imbedded in the 

roots. Also, sometime between 1951 and 2006, the William Wynn monument stone may 

have been moved again, as described in this report. 
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Known Extraneous Buried Objects 

 
Plate 1: Known Extraneous Buried Objects, 12030 Hz EM Quad, 1.26 ft. depth GPR 

 

 The known buried objects unrelated to graves on the property are shown. They 

include tree roots, fence posts and foundations, an old rock path constructed by the Boy 

Scouts, utility pipes, power lines, and buried debris. These objects must be taken into 

account when viewing the EM and GPR survey anomalies. As shown in Plate 1, the EM 

data are also affected by overhead power lines, rebar in the cement walkways, and metal 

fences. 
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Likely Depth of Burials 

 
Plate 2:  GPR reflections at 4.33 ft depth.  

 

 Plate 2 illustrates the large GPR reflections found throughout the property at 

depths from 3.8 to 4.7 feet. These reflections are consistent with a harder rock layer at 

that depth. 

A soil sample taken on the property revealed that the ground is composed of 

limestone stained with significant amounts of iron oxide. The soil changed from a fine 

clay texture at the surface to a more granular limestone aggregate at 40 inches. Samples 

were not taken deeper than 40 inches. The samples are consistent with GPR readings 

under 3.8 feet. 

 This plate illustrates that under ideal conditions it would be difficult to dig a grave 

deeper than 3.8 feet. George Higginson dug Parley’s grave under adverse conditions. He 

likely had only two hours to dig the grave. He buried Parley at 10:00 PM without 
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moonlight.  (There was no moon that night until 12:30). With a maximum depth of 3.8 

feet, we would expect the top of the casket to be only 2.3 feet below the surface. 
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Land Left Uncultivated Where Parley Was Buried 

 

 
Plate 3:  9990 Hz EM In Phase, Plowed and Unplowed Land. 

 

 Plate 3 confirms that the northern part the cemetery where Parley was buried was 

never cultivated, and the gravestones were never plowed under. Local residents in 1912 

stated that the strip of ground where Parley was buried was never plowed under. In 1937, 

James Carol Fine, who lived near the property, stated that the ground around where 

Parley was buried was never cultivated. These EM data show unplowed land coinciding 

with the northern part of the Old Wynn Graveyard boundaries and possibly east towards 

the road. The survey method was unable to determine if the area inside the fence was also 

uncultivated. A caretaker of the property stated that the land to the north and west of the 

monument was used as a cow pasture after the monument was erected and fenced in 

1951. The unplowed area possibly extended east towards the road. 
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Old Wynn Graveyard Boundaries 

 
Plate 4: Old Wynn Graveyard Boundaries, 1510 Hz EM Quad, 1.26 ft depth GPR 
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Picture1: Northwest cornerstone.  Picture 2: the Northeast cornerstone of the Old Wynn 

Graveyard (not the survey flags, but the stones in the ground). 

 

 Pictures 1 and 2, taken during the survey in 2006, show the northwest and 

northeast cornerstones of the Old Wynn Graveyard. The EM data in Plate 4 confirm these 

boundaries within inches. There are multiple historical statements from 1857, 1912, and 

1937 that Parley was buried in the northeast corner of the Old Wynn Graveyard. 

 The EM data also show a possible older eastern boundary of the Wynn Cemetery. 

This boundary is 5 feet east of the cornerstone boundaries. A local resident in 1912 stated 

the area was used as a Confederate Army camp during the Civil War. When the people 

returned after the war, they could not tell where the cemetery was located because the 

soldiers had burned the fence surrounding the graveyard. Possibly after the Civil War, a 

new fence was erected 5 feet west of the old one. 
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Old Buried Road, Path, and Tree Stumps 

 
 

Plate 5: Road and Path, 15030 Hz EM Quad, 1.01 ft. depth GPR 

 

Plate 5 shows a now-buried road that went in front of the cemetery, a path that led 

into the graveyard, and possible buried tree stumps that were landmarks used to locate 

Parley’s grave.  

The road is visible in all 4 frequencies of EM data but is not visible in GPR data. 

This suggests that there has been considerable traffic on the road over a long time to 

deeply and homogeneously compact the underlying ground. A 1912 statement says, “The 

Fayetteville Road runs north and south on the east end of the foot of the grave.” The road 

is in the expected alignment of the Old Fayetteville Road before 1912. In 1912, it was 

said that “the road was moved east out of the cemetery.”  

The path does not show in the EM Data but is visible in the GPR data. The 

southwest end of the path is most visible at 1.07 ft. and the northeaster end of the path at 



 14

a deeper 2.16 ft. The orientation of the path suggests that it leads into the cemetery 

entrance. The path seems to have been made after 1912, after the road was moved east. 

There is some correlation between the EM and GPR data. The path in the GPR 

seems to curve around the road. The EM seems to show the northeastern end of the path. 

The possible location of the remains of the red oak tree stump is shown. In 1912, 

local residents said “there was a large red oak near the foot of Parley’s grave on the north 

side of the grave. It was cut down but the stump was still standing in 1912. It was the 

largest tree around. The tree stood on the edge of the road.” 

The possible location of the white oak tree stump is shown. In 1912, local 

residents said, “A white oak tree stump was 9 paces north of the northeast corner of the 

grave in Zealey Wynn’s Graveyard. The white oak tree is on the road nearest fence.” 

Both stump anomalies are .75 feet deep in the GPR scans. This shallow depth 

makes them likely candidates for old tree stumps.  

These findings have significant implications in locating other graves. Statements 

in 1912 say that Parley was buried 4 or 5 feet west of the road in the cemetery and west 

of the large red oak stump. They say his grave was the most north and east grave. This 

plate would suggest that there are no graves east of 180E. 
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Historically Suggested Search Areas 

 

Plate 6: 1912 historically suggested search area (in grays), road, tree stumps and path, 

5010 Hz EM, 1.52 ft. GPR 

 

 In 1912, local residents stated that Parley was buried 4 or 5 feet west of the old 

Fayetteville Road and that the road had been moved out of the graveyard. Search area 1 

in plate 6 is a strip 10 feet wide west and adjoining the road. Also in 1912, when John 

Steward was 72 years old, he stated that he buried Parley 100 yards northwest of the 

Baptist Church and 40 or 50 yards west of the Old Fayetteville Road. The western 

boundary of search area 2 is an arc 105 yards from the Baptist Church (which is now the 

Masonic Lodge). The eastern boundary of search area 2 is a line 40 yards west of the new 

road. This search area extends south of the survey area. In this plate, it is truncated on the 

south border of the survey grid. 
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In 1937, James Pope stated that the corner of the Wynn Cemetery was 40 paces 

west of the new road. 

Search area 3 is from Parley being buried in the northeast corner of the Wynn 

Graveyard. Search area 4 comes from Mr. Frasier being buried south of Parley. Mr. 

Frasier’s grave was 15 paces (45 feet) east from the center of the graveyard. Search area 

5 is from the large red oak tree stump which was at the northeast end of his grave next to 

the road. Search area 6 comes from a white oak tree stump that was 9 paces (27 feet) 

north of Parley’s grave and the corner of the graveyard. 

It is highly significant that all of these 1912 historical statements correlate with 

physical landmarks and EM and GPR survey findings and point to the same general area 

for Parley’s grave. 
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Metal Detector Anomalies 

 

 
Plate 7: Metal Detector Anomalies found by Paul DeBry and Dr. Ernest Robison in 

February, 2006.  

 

 Paul DeBry and I scanned the entire property using a high-quality Bounty Hunter 

metal detector. This metal detector was unable to scan the cement pad, parking, and 

planter border areas because of the rebar imbedded in the cement. The areas marked are 

where metal was detected. There was no metal detected inside the fenced monument area.  

 The round dots mark metal detector reading less than 1 foot in diameter. The 

rectangles mark areas larger than 1 foot in size. The size and location were recorded 

relative to the southeast monument fence corner. The rectangle marked anomalies are 

given right to left. Anomaly 1 (Grave 7, Plate 8), is 41 inches long by 18 inches wide, 

located at 12 feet east and 6 feet south of the fence corner. Anomaly 2 (Grave 2, Plate 8), 

is 68 inches long by 25 inches wide, located 7 feet 8 inches east and 14 feet south of the 

fence corner. Anomaly 3 is 59 inches long by 8 inches wide, located 9 feet 4 inches west 

and 13 feet south of the fence corner. Anomaly 4 is 33 inches long by 12 inches wide, 

located 15 feet 5 inches west and 5 feet 6 inches south of the fence corner. In all cases the 

depth registered by the metal detector was 4 feet. 
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Possible Graves 

 
 

Plate 8: Possible Graves, Hager EM and GPR report 

 

 Plate 8 shows EM and GPR survey locations of likely buried human remains. 

They are divided into two categories: “Graves” and “Anomalies”. 

The 7 locations marked “Graves” are where anomalies were found with two 

different survey methods and/or the anomalies produced clear classical grave signatures 

and/or an anomaly was near a possible historical gravestone location. For these reasons, 

they are more likely to be true graves. 

 The four locations marked “Anomalies” are anomalies detected with only one 

survey method and are not near a historical gravestone location. For this reason, they are 

less likely to be true graves. 

 Graves 1, 2, and 3a–c and anomalies 1, 2, and 3 were found and marked in the 

Hager Report. Graves 4, 5a, and b, Graves 6a and b, Grave W, Grave 7 and Anomaly 4 

are suggested by the author of this report. 
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Property Boundaries and Grave Locations 

 
 

 

 

Plate 9: Property Boundaries, Possible Graves, Hager EM and GPR Report 

 

 Plate 9 shows the graves in relation to the property presently owned by the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Grave 1 borders the property line and is 

located just barely on Church property. Grave 4 and Anomaly 1 are off the property to 

the south, 12 and 15 feet respectively. Through a recent purchase of additional land, the 

property boundary now extends 33.53 feet south of the monument fence. With this 

purchase, 33 feet of the historic Wynn Graveyard is now owned and protected from 

development, while the remainder of the historic Wynn Graveyard is unprotected and 

owned by a different property owner to the south. Therefore, several graves found by the 

survey and others suggested from historical documents are still off the Church-owned 
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property. As discussed further in this report, evidence suggests that Grave 1, which is 

touching the property line, is a likely location for Parley’s grave.
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GPR Side Views of Graves 

 

Grave 1 

 
Grave 1: 168-173E, 27-33N 

 

 Grave 1 is a composite of 6 GPR slices, 168 through 173 East and 27 to 33 North. 

This view is looking west through 5 feet of ground with the north to the right. The top of 

the grave signature is most noticeable at 33N and 28N and 15 nanoseconds (ns) (2.5 feet) 

as it angles from right to left through the ground. The ground from 25N to 37N above the 

grave shows considerable reflections. This could be due to the path. It could also be the 

result from removing a large tree with shallow roots. The grave is above the hard rock 

layer, which starts at 25 ns (4.2 ft). There is confirmation of this grave in the 9990 Hz and 

12030 Hz EM Quad. The EM shows that the grave is right on a north–south front 

(easterly) boundary of the Wynn Graveyard. 
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Grave 2 

 
Grave 2: 170-176E, 44-50N 

 

 Grave 2 is a composite of 7 GPR slices, 170 through 176 East and 44 to 50 North  

It is a view looking west through 6 feet of earth with the north on the right. The GPR 

shows a strong reflection at 48-52N, 8 ns (1.3 feet), and possibly a grave signature at 52N 

and 4 ns (.7 feet). This grave shows strong EM readings at low frequencies and also very 

strong metal detector readings. Metal detector, EM, and GPR readings indicate this grave 

is running north and south. The metal detector found this grave to be 5.7 feet long and 2.1 

feet wide. The grave is above a significant rock layer at 23 ns (3.8 feet). If this is the 

location of Parley’s interment, it is possible that George Higginson hit a hard rock layer 

and was not able to dig the grave any deeper. 
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Graves 3a, b, c 

 
Grave 3: Graves 3a, b, c, 110-113N, 80-92E 

 

Grave 3 is a composite of 4 GPR slices, 110 through 113 East and 80 to 92 North. The 

view is looking west through 3 feet of ground with the north to the right. Grave 3a shows 

a classical signature at 78N and 12 ns (2 feet). At this spot there is considerable noise due 

to the reflections of the edge of the cement pad around the monument. Even with the 

interference, the grave is evident. Grave 3c shows a grave signature at 93N and 13 ns (2.2 

ft). The reflection is classically shaped but weak due to the attenuation from the cement 

pad. The Hager report also found Grave 3b between 3a and 3c. Grave 3b is not apparent 

in this composite view. According to John Giles’ letters in 1951, the monument was 

placed 5 feet west and 1 foot north of the gravesite where they believe it was identified 

by Carol Fine in 1937. This is precisely where Grave 3c is located.
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Grave 4 

 

 
Grave 4: 80-86E, 12-14N 

 

 Grave 4 is a composite of 7 GPR slices, 80 through 86 East and 12 to 14 North. 

This view is looking west through 6 feet of ground with the north to the right. At this site, 

there are both GPR and EM readings at grave depth. We see a possible grave signature at 

14N and 12 ns (2 feet). This weak signature suggests that if this is a grave it has 

decomposed significantly. At this location, there is a thick rock layer starting at 24 ns (4 

feet). 
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Graves 5a, b 

 
Graves 5a and b: Composite of GPR slices 70-75E, 79-90N 

 

 This is a composite of six GPR slices looking west through 5 feet of earth. The 

north is on the right. There are possible grave or tree root anomalies at 82N, 6 ns (1 foot) 

and 91N, 4 ns (.66 feet). The possibility that these are gravesites is increased by the 

approximate location of two “tombstones” reflected on the 1951 sketch, shown herein as 

Diagram 2, and the fact that 10 feet was purchased on the westerly side of the site after 

two additional graves were located there.  These anomalies are very shallow, which 

suggests they are not graves. 
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Grave 6a 

 
 

Grave 6a: 78-83E, 110N 

 

 This is a composite of six GPR slices looking west through 5 feet of earth. The 

north is on the right. There is a possible grave at 113N and 12-17 ns (2–2.8 feet). A stone 

marking this spot was imbedded in the roots of a large tree which was destroyed when the 

tree was removed in the last decade. This anomaly is deep enough to be a grave. 
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Grave 6b 

 
 

Grave 6b: 88-93E, 110N 

 

 This is a composite of six GPR slices looking west through 5 feet of earth. The 

north is on the right.  There is a possible grave at 113N and 12 ns (2 feet). A stone is 

presently located next to the trunk of a tree located at this site. This anomaly is deep 

enough to be a grave. 
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Grave 7 

 
 

Grave 7: 176-181E, 53N 

 

 This is a composite of six GPR slices looking west through 5 feet of earth. The 

north is on the right. There is a possible grave running laterally (north and south) between 

52N and 55N at 8 ns (1.4 feet). This site was detected with the metal detector and 

confirmed with GPR and 5010 Hz Quad EM. 
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Grave W 

 
Grave W: 86-92E, 74-79N 

 

 This is a composite of seven GPR slices looking west through 6 feet of earth. The 

north is on the right. There is a possible grave or tree root anomaly at 82-84N and 5 ns (.8 

feet). The William Wynn headstone was placed over this area between 1937 and 1951. 

The shallow nature of this anomaly suggests tree roots rather than a grave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 30

William Wynn Gravestone 

 
Picture 3: William Wynn headstone and footstone and Pratt gravestone taken looking 

north-northeast in 1937  

 This is a view looking north-northeast past the William Wynn gravestone to 

Harold Pratt, who is standing at the head of the site identified by Carol Fine as Parley’s 

grave. The distance between the two graves is 9 paces or 27 feet. The William Wynn 

headstone is facing west. 
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Picture 4: William Wynn headstone and Pratt gravestone, taken looking northeast in 1951 

 

 This is a view from the southwest corner of the fenced property. The underbrush 

in the monument area indicates that this photo was taken before the landscaping of the 

site. Parley’s monument is aligned with a large tree on the horizon. The William Wynn 

headstone is not aligned with the tree. A careful comparison of the weathered blotches on 

the back of the Wynn headstone in this picture with blotches in picture 5 suggests that 

both pictures show the same stone: the William Wynn headstone. The blotches on the 

top, left side of the stone are especially similar, again suggesting that the William Wynn 

headstone was now facing east in 1951. 
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Picture 5: William Wynn headstone and Pratt monument stone, taken looking northeast in 

2006 

 

 Again, this is a view from the southwest corner of the fenced property. Parley’s 

monument is aligned with what may well be the same large tree as shown on the horizon 

in Picture 4. The William Wynn headstone is now aligned with the monument and tree, 

showing that the stone was moved after 1951. A careful comparison of the weathered 

blotches in this picture with blotches in picture 4 shows that they are the same stone: the 

William Wynn headstone. The blotches on the top left side of the stone are especially 

similar.  Also, they reveal that the William Wynn headstone is currently facing east in 

2006. 

 

 



 33

 
Diagram 1: The photo boundaries for Picture 4, taken in 1951, and Picture 5, taken in 

2006. 

 

 This diagram compares Picture 4 and Picture 5. Both photos were taken from 

inside the fence standing at the southwest corner. Picture 4, the 1951 photo, was taken 

with a longer focal point lens that cropped the bottom of the picture about 40 feet away 

from the camera. In Picture 5, the 2006 photo, the bottom of the picture is only a few feet 

away from the camera. Picture 5 shows a wider view than Picture 4. Sometime before 

2006, the William Wynn headstone was moved 11 feet east and 4 feet south of where it 

was located in the 1951. This shows that in 1951, the William Wynn headstone was in the 

precise alignment and at the precise distance from Parley’s grave as described in 1937. 
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Picture 6: The William Wynn headstone, taken in 1937, looking east-northeast.  

 From this picture, it is clear that the William Wynn headstone was facing west in 

1937. The picture was taken in the late afternoon sun. The shadow falling slightly north 

confirms that this picture is taken looking east. In the northern hemisphere, shadows 

always angle north as the picture shows. 
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Picture 7: The William Wynn headstone, taken in 2006 facing west. 

 

 This picture taken by author in 2006 shows the William Wynn headstone is now 

facing east. There are no shadows to confirm the direction of the picture—only the 

author’s knowledge that he was facing west when he took the picture. 
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Other Gravestones  

 
Diagram 2: Copy of a diagram from Giles Papers, drawn in 1951. 

 

 This drawing shows the location of three tombstones and/or graves that were 

found in the area behind Parley’s monument in 1951. The front left tombstone is the 

William Wynn stone. The two other stones behind are of unknown origin but possibly 
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show as GPR anomalies, Grave 5a and b, at locations 82N and 91N. These anomalies 

border the planter area to the west in front of the back fence, which could not be scanned 

with GPR. Giles purchased an additional 10 feet extending west due to graves found 

there. They wanted to make sure that these graves were included in the property. The 

planter area is 10 feet wide, so one would expect the two back graves to be under the 

planter area or protruding east out of it. Graves 5a and b border the planter area and likely 

extend west into the planter area. Hager Geoscience believes these two anomalies are 

reflections from tree roots and not graves. Because these anomalies are where graves are 

indicated in Diagram 1, the possibility of their being graves rather than tree roots is 

increased, but as noted above, these anomalies are very shallow which suggest that they 

may well be tree roots. 



 38

 

 

 
 

Diagram 3: Diagram from Giles papers, drawn in 1951 
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 This drawing shows the William Wynn headstone and possibly 5 other graves.  

During this time, however, a number of concept designs were shared in the 

correspondence between John Giles and those in Arkansas, one of them being to create a 

row of “graves” though only two could actually be identified.  In 1951, Giles wrote, 

“There are only two graves as I understand it which can be definitely located.  We desire, 

however, to show proper respect and consideration for the others who are buried there.  

With this in mind we are wondering if it would not be a good idea for us to provide in the 

landscaping plan for an open area above the grave which is now marked and also to 

indicate by open areas to be planted with periwinkle which is a special type of myrtle, 

which you probably know, which grows in a compact form keeping out weed, shrubs, 

etc.  We might indicate from 8 to 12 in this manner between the graves.”  Possible 

candidates for the two graves that were known in 1951 are Graves 5a and b and Graves 

6a and b.  

 

  
Picture 8: Photo from the Giles paper, taken looking southeast in early 1951  

 

 Two additional stones marking graves may possibly be shown in this picture, one 

next to the tree trunk, and another shown in the weeds on the left edge of the picture. 

These possible grave locations are labeled as Graves 6a and b. 
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Picture 9: Photo from Giles papers, taken looking southwest in early 1951 

 

 Though it is difficult to see, this photo suggests one other grave location. A small, 

faint square dot located near the back fence line on the right side of the picture suggests 

another headstone near the back property line, possibly one of the two referred to by 

Giles and shown on Diagram 2. Because of the poor quality of evidence, the likelihood of 

this being an additional grave to the ones described above is very low. 

 In addition, the William Wynn gravestone can be seen near the fence on the left of 

the picture. A close examination shows again that in 1951 the stone was facing east. 
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Picture 10: Photo from the Giles papers, taken looking west in early 1951   

 

 The William Wynn headstone can be seen on the horizon in front of the large tree 

to the left of Parley’s monument. The alignment of the monument in front of the large 

tree in the southwest corner of the fenced area confirms the 1951 placement of the 

William Wynn headstone shown in Diagram 1. Again, a magnified examination shows 

that it was then facing east. 

 In addition, the alignment of Graves 6a and b can be determined by the tree just 

right of Parley’s monument. This is the tree next to the stone near possible Grave 6a. 
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GRP and Property Survey Maps Compared 

 
Plate 10: GPR Survey Grid Map and Property Survey Map 

 

 A comparison of the property survey map, the EM (not shown), and the GPR 

survey maps show discrepancies. The headstones for Grave W, Grave 6b, and Parley’s 

monument are not marked in the same location. The author was present during the EM 

and GPR survey and witnessed how carefully and accurately the grid was laid out for the 

EM and GPR surveys. Because of this, the author has high confidence that the locations 

for the three graves are very accurately marked in the EM and GPR surveys. The author 

has assumed that the three grave locations in the property survey have not been 

accurately placed.  

The outline for Parley’s monument in the property survey shows the original 1951 

pathway before the cement slab replaced it. If the location is accurate from 1951, it is 

clear that Parley’s monument was moved 9 feet east when the walkway was replaced 

with the pad. The monument now sits right over the middle of the grave path outline. 

 The GPR survey shows Grave 3c is 9 feet east also. For this reason, the author 

feels that the monument was not moved during the patio pad replacement. The property 

survey map is in error and has not located the gravestones and monument correctly. 
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Discussion 

  

Extensive historical research was done by the author to confirm that the Wynn 

Cemetery, where the current monument is located, was the place where Parley was 

buried. All existing circa 1857 maps, surveys, property deeds, and censuses were 

reviewed. It was confirmed that the road bordering the property to the east was indeed the 

Old Fayetteville Road. The location of Zealey Wynn’s home was determined, and the 

mile distance to the cemetery, stated by Eleanor Pratt, was confirmed. Because most early 

records were destroyed in a courthouse fire, it was not possible to confirm that Zealey 

Wynn owned the cemetery property or any of the surrounding land. Local oral history 

does confirm that he owned the property where the monument now stands and the 

property to the south.  John Steward’s statements in 1912 locating the grave confirm this 

research.  

 The circumstances of Parley’s murder were traumatic, tense, and taxing to 

everyone involved. Miraculously, local residences stepped up and provided Parley with 

an honorable burial. His body was prepared properly, a well-built walnut coffin and pine 

pox were made, he was given a short eulogy and then was buried in a proper cemetery. 

George Higginson, a fellow missionary, was fortuitously available to comfort Parley’s 

grieving widow and to make sure the burial was respectful to Parley’s apostolic calling 

and Church principles.  Parley’s body was dressed in garments and completely wrapped 

in fine white linen. A walnut coffin and a pine box were made. There are no historical 

statements indicating that he was placed in either container. 

Credible historical evidence suggests that Parley’s grave was dug by George 

Higginson, not volunteers. His statement and the late hour of the burial would suggest 

that. Given the timeline, one would expect that if the grave had been dug by volunteers, 

the burial would have occurred earlier: around 8:30 to 9:00 PM. The local people would 

have wanted the burial to be finished before it was dark. There could have been some 

other circumstance that delayed the process until that late hour, such as the casket and 

box arriving at the Wynn home after 7:00 PM.  

 Plate 2 shows a hard rock layer starting at some 40 inches below the surface. Even 

under ideal circumstances, it would be difficult to dig a grave deeper. George 

Higginson’s statement that he obtained possession of the corpse and buried Parley with a 

mob all around would indicate that he had to dig the grave under adverse conditions with 

little or no help. He had at most 2  hours to dig the grave through hard ground in 

darkness. This supports the finding that the top of Parley’s remains is no more than 2  

feet below the surface. The EM and GPR survey found every grave on the property to be 

this depth. This by itself does not differentiate Parley’s grave from others found on the 

property. 

 A rock was placed on the grave shortly after the burial. Because the rock was 

placed before the 1857 Utah War and related events, it would be reasonable to expect that 

one of the more concerned local residents described in the introduction placed it there.  

The rail fence around Parley’s grave is another matter. It was placed after the 

Utah War, when feelings were extremely hostile toward Parley and Church members in 

general.  Also, it was placed during a time when family and Church members would be 
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very concerned that Parley’s body would be exhumed and desecrated. In this 

environment, one would not expect a concerned local resident, family, or Church member 

to do this, unless he was fencing a decoy grave. 

 The statements collected in 1912 point to Parley’s being buried in Grave 1, 2, or 

7.  They are surprisingly consistent with each other and GPR and EM survey findings. 

They say he was buried 4 or 5 feet west of the old Fayetteville Road.  By 1912 the road 

had been moved out from the graveyard. The survey found an old road a few feet west of 

these graves. The residents said he was buried southwest of a large red oak tree stump 

and south of a white oak stump. The survey found evidence of these two old tree stumps 

located next to the road and in proper alignment and distance from Parley’s grave. 

Statements say he was buried in an area that was never plowed up and that a thicket was 

left growing there. The survey found that the area around these graves had not been 

cultivated.  

Residents said Parley was buried in the northeast corner of the graveyard. The 

survey found graveyard boundaries precisely aligned with graveyard cornerstones that 

were found. From these boundaries, these graves are truly in the northeast corner of the 

cemetery.   

A statement by an eyewitness to the burial, John Stewart, said Parley was buried 

in the field 100 yards northwest of the Baptist Church. He was buried 40 or 50 yards west 

of the Fayetteville road.  All of these search areas overlap in the area around Graves 1, 2, 

and 7 and Anomaly 1. The eyewitness statement says that Parley was buried in a grave by 

himself. The survey shows these graves are by themselves as opposed to Graves 3a, b, 

and c, which are lined up next to each other. 

The 1912 statements contrast with the 1937 statements and pictures. The 1937 

statements and pictures are unclear as to whether they support Graves 1 and 2 or 3a and c. 

James Pope said they walked forty steps from their car into a small, undisturbed spot in 

the cemetery where they found Parley’s grave. His distance of 40 yards from the road is 

consistent with John Steward’s 1912 estimate of 40 to 50 yards from the new Fayetteville 

Road. They could have parked off the new road and possibly on the old road that went 

through the cemetery. Then, 40 steps would put them near Graves 3a and c. The photos 

taken in 1937 for the first time link a verifiable distance and orientation between Parley’s 

grave and the headstone of William Wynn. One would like to link this photo with the 

distance and orientation of the photo taken in 1951, BUT we found the headstone had 

been moved or turned around sometime between those dates. From the photos taken in 

1937, it is very evident that the area had not been disturbed for many years. Carol Fine, 

who showed them the spot, was 79 years old at the time and had not visited the site in 

years. Starting in 1864, when he was 6 years old, he walked past the grave at least once a 

day to get water. But was it really Parley’s grave? 
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Picture 11: Photo taken in 1937 looking east-northeast showing the tee stump and 

Parley’s gravestone 

 

 It is unclear if they found Parley’s grave in 1937. Picture 11 shows the tree stump 

and a gravestone that they found. They assumed the tree stump was the large red oak tree 

stump planted near Parley’s grave. BUT, this picture shows that the tree stump is south-

southwest of the gravestone, which is contrary to the 1912 statements that place the tree 

stump east-east north of Parley’s headstone. If this was the white oak tree stump, it is 

again in the wrong place. A 1912 statement placed it north of Parley’s grave by 27 feet. It 

is troubling that they either found the wrong tree stump or the wrong gravestone.  

  Adding all of these facts together makes it uncertain that they found in 1937 

where Parley was buried. They found a grave that they felt was Parley’s a specified 

distance from anther grave, William Wynn’s. Evidently for Carol Fine that had been an 

identifying landmark from his youth. 

 The 1951 letters, diagrams, and photos clearly show that Grave 3c was thought to 

be Parley’s grave. The grave was located again with the help of James Pope off site and 

the directions of Mr. Fine, the son of Carol Fine, on site. Other evidence supporting 

Grave 3c are distance of the monument stone from that grave, the distance and 

orientation of William Wynn headstone and the discovery of other graves in the 

immediate area.  The GPR survey confirms that there is a grave at 3c. But there are some 

significant problems. The survey does not confirm that there is a grave at Grave W. There 

is an anomaly located there, but Hager Geoscience feels that it is from tree roots. The 

author’s assessment is that this is uncertain. The land was cleared before 1950 by Mr. 

Fine without any supervision. One wonders what damage he did to the graves and 

headstones by doing so. The fact that the William Wynn headstone was moved during 

that time makes this concern very real. One wonders why, when, and how the Wynn 

headstone was moved? The most benign explanation is that it was turned around by the 

Putnam Funeral home at the time they erected Parley’s monument. The alternative 
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explanation is that in clearing the property early on, Mr. Fine moved the Wynn 

headstone, thereby obscuring the location determined to be Parley’s grave in 1937. He 

later found out the significance of what he had done and to cover up his huge blunder 

picked out another grave, Grave 3c, and placed the Wynn stone in the correct distance 

and orientation relative to new grave.  

Other problems arise from Graves 3a and b. Parley’s being buried next to or lined 

up with other graves would not be expected. If Parley had been buried by himself, it is 

doubtful that later locals would choose to be buried right next to and aligned with him. If 

George Higginson dug the grave at night, it is doubtful that he would have dug a grave 

closely and precisely aligned with others. The final problem is that the statements made 

in 1912 do not point to a search area around Grave 3c. And the GPR and EM survey 

findings confirm the 1912 statements. 

 During the period from 1951 to 2006 there were many improvements made to the 

property. These greatly beautified the site and made it more convenient for people to visit 

and hold gatherings there. Unfortunately, in doing so some historical gravesites were 

compromised. The Wynn monument was again moved to its present position 11 feet west 

and 4 feet south of where it was in 1951. Now it is definitely not over the child’s grave. A 

gravestone in the back of the fenced monument area was destroyed when a tree stump 

was removed. The exact location of the stone is now uncertain.  

In constructing the monument in 1951, they were careful to place the monument 

stone 5 feet west of Grave 3c and make a 3-foot-wide walkway around the grave to frame 

it and keep people from walking on it. An improvement replaced those walkways with a 

cement slab patio area that covered the grave. Without the GPR survey finding the graves 

under the cement slab, the location of three graves would have been lost. Around graves 

1, 2, and 7, topsoil fill was spread over the original ground, and depressions were filled 

in. This improvement smoothed possible depressions indicating graves. At this time, it is 

uncertain what other valuable pieces of historical information have been lost since 1951 

in the natural course of improvements and maintenance. 

 From the facts collected, it is evident that there are two burial areas. One area is 

southeast, outside of the southeast corner of the fence, and the other is around and behind 

Parley’s monument. This ground east of Fine Springs is historically referred to by two 

names: Sherman’s Burial Grounds and the Wynn Graveyard. It is possible that each 

family had a separate burial area on the property. Possibly, Sherman’s Burial Grounds is 

by the monument, and the Wynn Graveyard is southeast of the fence.  
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Conclusion 

 

 There are conflicting historical statements placing Parley’s grave in two different 

locations. Favoring graves 1 or 2 are the earliest statements, primarily made in 1912. 

These statements are from a number of people, are consistent with each other, and are 

substantiated by GPR and EM survey findings. This substantiating evidence locates 

Parley’s grave in the northeast corner of the cemetery, west of a road in front, possibly on 

a path into and on uncultivated land. The distances given from the Baptist Church and the 

new Fayetteville road come from an eyewitness and are confirmed by survey results. The 

statement that the old road was moved east out of the cemetery was also confirmed by the 

survey. Old tree stumps were found next to the road and in correct position relative to the 

graves. Cornerstones were found that precisely line up with the graveyard boundaries 

found in the survey and are consistently placed relative to the historical statements.  

There are three graves that are in the relative positions consistent with 1912 

historical statements. These statements are the earliest and closest we have locating 

Parley’s grave after the burial. This naturally makes them less tainted by hearsay and 

legend. The fact that one of these statements was made by an eyewitness to the burial, 

John Stewart, and is consistent with the other statements and the survey adds even 

stronger evidence to the validity of favoring Graves 1 or 2. 

 In opposition to Graves 1 or 2 is the fact that the 1937 account by Carol Fine says 

that the Wynn grave was located near Parley’s, based on his description that he walked 

past both graves many times as a young man.  Grave 1 is located on an old front fence 

line of the cemetery, and the anomaly could be due to something buried in the fence line. 

Grave 2 is located in the middle and at the end of a path, and the anomaly could be from 

path paving or compacted earth under the surface. We did not find more uniformly 

aligned graves suggesting a graveyard in this area. 

 Favoring Grave 3c is its location 5 feet in front of the monument to Parley. This is 

precisely the location given in the 1951 letters. It is also the correct distance and in the 

correct north-south alignment to the Wynn grave, as shown in the 1937 pictures, the 

earliest pictures we have. Carol Fine accepted the orientation and distance between the 

Pratt and Wynn graves as correct from his recollection as a boy. There are three graves 

that could be in possible relative positions consistent with historical statements. If Grave 

3c is Parley’s, Grave 3a would be Mr. Frasier’s and Grave W would be William Wynn’s.  

 In opposition to Grave 3c is the fact that Carol Fine was old, seemed confused, 

and had not visited the site in years. The tree stump they found is in the wrong position 

relative to the headstone they found. Choosing Grave 3c as Parley’s grave is entirely 

based on the statements of this one man made 25 years after the 1912 statements.  

Causing more doubt was the unsupervised clearing of the property before 1950 by his 

son. The Wynn headstone was facing west in 1937 and somehow was facing east in 1951. 

The Wynn headstone being moved and the uncertainty that there is a grave under the 

headstone after it was moved cause more confusion. There is not only uncertainty that 

they found Parley’s grave in 1937 but there is added uncertainty that the moved Wynn 

headstone is in its original place. Grave 3c is located next to and precisely aligned with 

one or two other graves. It is hard to find a plausible explanation why that would happen. 

Finally, to the author’s knowledge, no one who found Parley’s grave in 1937 ever visited 
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the site during the construction of the monument in 1951. Hence, there was no on-site 

confirmation that Grave 3c was the site identified as Parley’s grave  in 1937. 

 The author believes Parley is buried in Grave 1, Grave 2 or Grave 3c. 

Grave 1 is the most likely location of Parley’s remains and should be investigated 

first. If his remains are not found in Grave 1, Grave 2 should be examined. These two 

graves are located by themselves in an open grassy area. An anthropological exhumation 

at these two locations will not disturb the fenced monument area and will be less invasive 

to the property as a whole. These two graves are near the southern property line and are at 

more risk of being debased due to increased traffic and development around the property. 

If Parley’s remains are not found in Graves 1 or 2, Grave 3c should be opened. 

This would require digging up some bushes and might require the removal of some of the 

cement pad and the iron fence in the front of the pad. Because it is more invasive and less 

likely to produce Parley’s remains, it should be left to the last. 

The remains could be tested for a DNA match with Parley P. Pratt’s descendants 

to positively determine their identity.  

It is extremely important to dig in these places and find Parley’s remains. This 

knowledge is necessary to ensure that Parley’s body rests in an appropriate location, 

protected in the future from development in and around the site.  
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Appendix 1, Key Historical Statements 

 

George Bouncer Higginson, Letter to Andrew Kimball March 1892 

Report on his activities in the Cherokee Mission from1855–1857. 

Includes an account of the death of Parley P. Pratt. 

 

Church Archives call number MS 87. 

 

(Starting from page 8, typed copy) 

 

In the early part of March I in connection with some native elders and sisters 

started up the Verdigreen one Saturday. I was going to preach a funeral sermon. On the 

death of a brother named Prince Perryman. They went with me to hear and for company. 

About noon or after we came to a pretty little spring creek. With plenty of pretty shade 

trees and an abundance of fine green grass, so we concluded to stop and turn our horses 

to feed and take a lunch of jerked beef and venison and biscuits, after resting for an hour 

and half, we concluded to travel on. We saddled up and mounted suddenly, a white man, 

on horseback was seen coming towards us quite lively. The native brethren said he 

looked like a U. S. Marshall and the supposition was that he was after myself to take me 

and turn me out of the Nations for preaching the gospel as some Methodist ministers had 

threatened to have me turned out. --- (page 5 of original)  We rode right along the 

brethren declaring if he proved to be a marshal he should not take me unless I said so, by 

this time he was up with us and steered his course for me. I then began to think he was a 

marshall. He very politely said how do you do. Asked me if my name was Higginson. I 

replied in the affirmative. He then asked me to ride with him a short distance ahead of the 

company, as he had some business with me. Then feeling certain that he was a marshal, 

refused to unless he told me who he was. He rode near to me and whispered to me Parley 

P. Pratt. He was in disguise and I almost doubted his statement. He then produced a letter 

that I had written to Elder J. H. Hart in St. Louis, asked if I recognized the hand writing. I 

answered in the affirmative, and asked him from whom he got possession of it. He said 

from Brother Hart and Brother Erastus Snow in St. Louis. We rode ahead and he 

informed me he was flying from “death” and was seeking shelter in these nations and 

requested me to assist him. I told him he only had to command me. I would do anything I 

possibly could for him. We preached the funeral sermon in the morning of Brother 

Perryman, and after dinner myself and parley took a walk and he informed me of the 

circumstances that had caused his flight. And of other things that had transpired in 

connection with it. That I had not to make known until such times as saw fit to reveal it. I 

of course so promised and kept my vow. 

The next day I took Brother Pratt about 12 – miles higher up the River Verdigreen 

to Brother Joseph Burgess’s who had a nice home on the edge of a large prairie. And was 

secluded (as Brother Pratt so desired), he was kindly received and welcomed. By both 

Brother Burgess and wife. I according to his instructions introduced him as Elder Parker 

from New York. He stayed there until the 6
th

 of April when he came down to our 

conference which we held at the house of Sister Randoll in Sand Town. Her husband Jack 

Randoll was now dead and in loosing Jack, the Elders and Mission lost their best friend. 

He died strong in the faith of the Gospel. And bore a faithful testimony before dying. 
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Brother Pratt was introduced as Elder Parker to the Natives. Of course other Elders nearly 

all of them were acquainted with him. During our conference he requested me to go down 

on the frontiers of Texas and look for Mrs. McLean and convey some letters to her. And 

some to Homer Duncan, John Moody and Ostler who were Texas missionaries. And were 

expected soon to arrive with the emigrant saints from Texas. (Page 6 of original 

manuscript.)  I accordingly went as directed but after traveling in that direction for 200 

miles I found through inquiring that the Mormon emigration from Texas was yet 300 

miles south of my place of staying (on the north fork of the Canadian River). I therefore 

hastened back on to the Arkansas River to see Parley and report my success – and receive 

fresh instructions.  

 The morning after my arrival at Fort Gibson, May 4 1857, as near as I can 

remember from circumstances (for I was obliged to destroy my journal and all of my 

papers to try and keep Parley out of trouble.)  I overtook Parley going out on the Texas 

Highway to try and hunt me up. Suffice to say that day both Parley and myself were 

arrested by a company of U. S. Calvary. After this I was imprisoned with him, ate with 

and drank with him, slept with him. Talked with him, was had cuffed with and to him. An 

in like manner was dragged across the country from Fort Gibson to Van Buren Arkansas, 

where I was mobbed with him and where he was martyred for the gospel sake – and after 

his martyrdom I rode through the homes of the mobocrats and obtained possession of his 

corpse and buried it with a mob all around me – at 10 O’clock of the night of the 14
th
 of 

May A.D., 1857. Without the presence of a brother of sister. 

 In this matter I presume I run as much if not more “risk”, than did B. H. Roberts, 

in the matter of the Tennessee Martyrs, but I never received a kind word or any 

recognition for my services in that direction. And it has been remarked died Parley as a 

fool dieth. Trusting this short synopsis will be acceptable. And if anything more is 

requisite in the premises. And I am able to convey it command me and I will try and 

respond. 

 And as Ever I remain 

  Your Brother in the Gospel Covenant 

 

   George B Higginson 

 

  Santaquin Utah Co Utah 

To Andrew Kimball Esqr. 

  Salt Lake City U. T. 
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Statements concerning the burial place of Parley P. Pratt, 1912 

LDS Church Archives call number MS 35 

Statements collected from people who lived in the area of Fine Spring, Arkansas 

The <words> are unintelligible.  

The [words] are not in the manuscript but added for clarity. 

 

Fine Springs August 11, 1912 

Pratt was killed on Couch farm one mile and a quarter south from Fine Springs. 

 Old Cemetery where Pratt was buried was on Mr. Little’s farm opposite Pine sic. 

Springs Baptist Church which is near school 57. There is a thicket of small trees and 

brush of second growth. There are groves in this growth. His grave on cotton north of 

growth. The only grave which is marked is that of Wm. Wynn, born 1862, died 1867. 

This grave is marked by a small white marble on the south side of the cemetery. Mr. 

Little lives on the cross roads at Fine Springs. 

 Mrs. Bradley, daughter of James 

 John Fine, Alma, Rt. 5 

 Carol Fine, Alma, Rt. 5 

 Mary Frasier, Alma, Rt. E 

Old road was south and east of road. Never saw any marks on rocks and never 

saw any head boards. Wm Wynn died last spring. Wm. James showed Mr. Wynn where 

his child was buried. He did not know where it was himself. 

 R.C. James, Van Scoy, Saskatchewan 

W.F. Cooper came here after war but does not know anything about the grave. 

 Mary Fraiser, 72 years old in Feb 14, 1912. Born on farm near Fine Springs, and 

lived where he was killed. Was killed near Mr. Wynn’s farm. Mr. Frasier’s brother, 

Willie O’Bryan, was in blacksmith shop on side of hill where Couch lived. At time of 

war soldiers camped at grave yard and Mrs. Frasier left during the war and for three years 

and when they returned they could not find their mothers grave as soldiers had burnt all 

rails and trees were cut and they could never place anything. Mr. O’Bryan says that Pratt 

was a powerful big man and that Mr. Zelie Wynn talked with Pratt before he died. Also 

Andrew Frasier and Job Frasier were at blacksmith shop. They asked who did it and Pratt 

said McLean. Wynn laid him out and was very good and careful. He was washed and laid 

out at Mr. Zelie Wynn’s house. There is new house there occupied by Mr. Couch. Mrs. 

Frasier went down to help cook as great crowds had assembled at Mr. Wynn’s. Pratt was 

killed one evening about 3 or 4 o’clock in evening. Was buried next evening at 3 o’clock. 

(Pratt was killed 200 yds from blacksmith shop). Mr. sic. McLean paid all expenses and 

not burned sic. coffin. He was put away well. People walked to graveyard – Sterman’s 

burying ground. Pratt was buried at the edge of a road 4 or 5 feet from road. Grave was 

west of road. Fayetteville was passed to the east of the graveyard. There was a large red 

oak near foot of grove on north side of grave – east near foot of grave. He was buried in a 

place by himself, northeast from the thick part of the graveyard. Road has been moved 

out from graveyard. Mr. James cleared it up and planted peach trees there. The peach 

trees died. James left Pratt grave and Will Frasier’s grave were not plowed up. Miss 

Whipple thirty years ago came from Mephis and said she would find Mrs. Frasier’s 

mother’s grave but they could not find it but found Pratt’s grave. The tree was cut down 
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but the stump was standing. It was about largest tree around there and was right on the 

road. Fayetteville road runs north and south on east end or foot of grave. No graves north 

of his grave. When James cleared the place he left a strip of ground he did not plow under 

– among them his brother-in-law Frasier and James’ grandmother. Pratt grave was among 

those he left. Pratt’s grave was on the north side of this timber. Mr. Frasier was buried 

south of his grave. Have seen the Pratt grave since land was plowed and Pratt grave was 

north end of strip is where his grave is. Have heard James say that he had never worked 

grave under. 

 Wm. Frazier grave 15 paces of graveyard cemetery from middle. Unknown grave 

13 paces northwest from Frazier’s. 5 paces north, 10 west and 3 north. 60 paces east to 

Pratt’s. Pratt’s was only grave west of Fayetteville road. A White Oak stump 9 paces 

north of northeast corner of grave in Zale Wynn’s graveyard. Pratt’s grave was a little 

northeast of Wynn’s grave. 25 Paces northeast from Wynn’s grave or from White Oak 

Stump to old stone and red oak or black jack which may be site of Pratt’s grave. Pratt was 

buried on east side of old graveyard on west side of old Fayetteville road; large stone and 

old stump there. 31 paces west from fence now on ground at a point in fence 9 paces 

south of oak tree on road nearest fence. 

 James left more ground that this ground. Irvine cut this down to what there is now 

where groves were thickest. Grave 4 feet deep. Furthest north and furthest east. Wynn 

says Mrs. Frazier is mistaken about grave being in the grove. Mrs. Fine said that Pratt’s 

grave was outside grove at N.E. corner of graveyard. Zeli Wynn had two wives buried 

with him. Wynn’s gave is marked. Wm. Wynn said last summer that Pratt’s grave was by 

a large stump. He had been up there and came back and said there was a stump by the 

Pratt grave. Pratt buried with breastplate. 

 Mrs. Frazier – Oak tree was on the north side of his grave. Road on east side of 

grave and tree stood on the edge of the road. 

 Fine said there was a black jack by Pratt’s grave. 

 Mrs. Frazier says she is sure that the tree was not a black jack but was a large oak. 

Pratt’s grave was by itself north of the other graves. Road run sic. due north past the 

eastside of grave. No graves further north than Pratt’s. It was the first grave on the north. 

Frazier was buried after the war. Mrs. Frazier says T. Wynn has been at grave since she 

was there. Ask James Couch if Frazier’s grave and others with Pratt’s were left. Frazier’s 

grave was on the Fayetteville Road north of Pratt’s? 

 Manda Lytle, Dean Springs. Where was Frazier buried?  71 – Manda Lytle was a 

widow of Wm. Frazier. Billy James was her brother and when James cleared up he left 

Pratt’s and left her husband’s grave out and did not plow them up. B married James’ 

sister as Frazier married James’ sister. Is Frazier in grove – if so, Pratt is. 

 James at Alma would know if his Uncle’s – Will Frazier – grave is plowed up or 

is in the grove. Pratt was buried close to Frazier. Frazier’s grave was south of Pratt’s near 

the road. 

 John Steward, 72 years old, lived in 1857 in Lancaster, where father, Wm. 

Steward, had a saw and grist mill. Father made a walnut coffin for Pratt – also pine box. I 

took coffin and box about 4 miles to Wynn’s where Pratt was. The days following hauled 

box on wagon drawn by yoke of cattle. Buried in the field across the field 100 yards 

northwest of the Baptist Church. Was buried little south of large red oak tree. Pratt was 
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buried within 20 or 30 feet from thicket. Hauled coffin to grave. Was buried 40 or 50 

yards west of Fayeteville road. Pratt was buried in a grave by himself. 

 McLean 30 years desperado. 

A.B. Howell  McLean went down on Arkansas River on a boat was the report at 

the time. 

Hamilton Fine at Van Buren said there was a tree. 

Frazier was buried. 

McLean had a Colt’s revolver and emptied it at Pratt. 
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    (Author’s Note:  The following account contains inaccurate statements that had 

crept into the local oral history by 1937. The part describing their visit to the graveyard is 

considered an exception, since it is a firsthand account by the man who went there.)  

The Facts in Detail of the Discovery of the Burial Place of the Body  

of Elder Parley Parker Pratt 

by James M. Pope Sr. 

Elder Parley Parker Pratt, an apostle in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints 

was chosen to be one of the first members of the first quorum of twelve apostles called to 

be "Special witnesses for Christ in these latter days" was brutally and unmercifully 

murdered in Crawford County, Arkansas on the 13th day of May 1857. 

Circumstances Leading to the Crime 

A Woman whose maiden name was Eleanor McComb became the wife of one Dr. Hector 

McLean, a minister in a church in California (thought to be Presbyterian.) Mrs. McLean 

accepted the restored gospel and was baptized into The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. Her husband told her to leave home -- which she did, taking with her the two 

little daughters of this marriage. Mrs. McLean went to Texas to make her home with her 

father. It seems that for the next two years she was in correspondence with Elder Pratt. 

McLean got a commission from the United States Government as postal inspector by 

which authority he intercepted the correspondence between them -- keeping up with their 

movements and activities. 

At Van Buren, Arkansas 

Mrs. McLean went to Van Buren, Arkansas to join other saints who were making 

preparation to form a caravan to cross the country to Salt Lake City. Parley met her there 

and outfitted her with a team of horses and wagon and other provisions necessary to 

make the trip. 

Parley Arrested 

While in Van Buren Mrs. McLean sent the clothing of the little girls to a wash woman 

and when the clothing was ready Parley went to the woman's home and picked up the 

clothing. 

McLean appeared on the scene and had Parley arrested for stealing the clothing. Whether 

he made bond is not mentioned but was tried and acquitted. 

Jail 
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Tension arose among the citizens and people took sides in the matter of the presence of 

the Mormon among them. One man in particular, Marcy Howell, the postmaster, who 

took sides with Hector McLean who had threatened the life of Parley. Parley requested 

the protection of spending the night in jail which was granted. 

The Next Morning 

The saints assembled in the city of Van Buren had planned to leave there this morning 

and, as planned, drove out of town early going in the direction of a certain ferry on the 

Arkansas River at Fort Gibson, Oklahoma across the river from Arkansas. In this caravan 

was Eleanor McLean and her two little girls. 

Parley Rides Out 

It seems that some time elapsed before Parley came out, saddled his horse and rode out of 

town, and as he did two pairs of eyes were upon him -- those of Marcy Howell and 

Hector McLean. A conversation was overheard between them which is reported to be as 

follows: 

Howell: "Are you going to let him go?"  

McLean: "Yes, I have followed him as far as I am going to."  

Howell: "What will the people think of you after what you have threatened? If you want 

to go after him I will go with you." 

So saying, they saddled their horses and rode after him. Both men carrying fire arms. 

 

The Pursuit 

Riding northeastward out of the town of Van Buren in the general direction which 

follows the course of the river, McLean and Howell followed Parley in the general 

direction of highways 64 and 71 to a point approximately three miles north and one mile 

west of the present town of Alma at the juncture of 64 and 71. 

Parley Overtaken 

At a point where the road was on the hillside, a few yards before turning down into the 

valley, the two pursuers overtook Parley and McLean started shooting at him as he 

galloped his horse down the hill through the brush. Spending all his bullets he took 

Howell's gun and emptied it at the apostle--(later developments showed that not one 

bullet touched his person but there was a bullet hole in his hat, one in his coat and another 

in a coat sleeve. Some bullets struck the back of his saddle) McLean spurred his house to 

a speed at which he galloped to a neck-and neck position with Parley's horse and struck 

Parley in the chest, a back-handed blow with a dirk knife, striking Parley at the bottom of 

the sternum, knocking him from his horse. 

Howell Questions Mclean 
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McLean galloped back to where Howell was observing the dastardly act and Howell 

asked him if he had done a good job of it and suggested that he return to Parley and 

examine him. Where upon he returned and dismounted -- approaching Parley who was 

lying on the ground trying to stop the flowing blood from his chest. McLean then thrust 

his dagger into the open wound and stabbed him several times more. 

Observed by Zealey Wynn 

A hundred yards or more from where this took place, there was a blacksmith's shop 

owned and operated by a man whose name was Zealey Wynn. He, hearing the gun-fire, 

went in the direction of the shooting and seeing the approach of the men, stood behind a 

tree and witnessed this tragedy at a distance where he could hear plainly the words which 

were spoken. Wynn rushed to the place where Parley lay and was joined soon by John 

Steward, who had also heard the shooting from where he was working at his father's saw 

mill. 

Parley Carried to Wynn's House 

Steward and Wynn carried Parley up a hill to Wynn's home and a runner was sent to 

overtake the caravan. This accomplished, Mrs. McLean returned to the scene of the crime 

and spent several hours with Parley before he expired some time during the night. The 

Apostle remained rational to the end. The writer learned nothing of the conversation 

which was carried on between Parley and Mrs. McLean during his last hours. 

A Coffin Made of Green Lumber 

At the sawmill before mentioned there was a coffin made of green lumber produced at 

the sawmill. This coffin was taken to the Wynn home by the seventeen-year-old boy who 

had assisted Wynn in carrying Parley to his home. The transportation consisting of a yolk 

of oxen hitched to a two-wheeled cart. From there the body of the Apostle was taken a 

distance of approximately a mile in a north-easterly direction to the public community 

burial grounds. 

Circumstantially, a Proper and Fitting Funeral 

Outside the burial grounds stood a little log house. This house was used for both a school 

house and a place to hold sacred services. Zealey Wynn was superintendent of the little 

Sunday School held there. This good man made a talk at the funeral held for Parley in 

that little log house. Saddening indeed that we do not have, at least some of the words he 

spoke there on that sad day. 

It could be that the two little daughters of Mrs. McLean returned with her to the scene of 

the martyrdom as she drove that team and wagon back to spend his last hours with him 

who had provided that means of transportation for them to cross the plains to join her 

people and his people in the valley of the mountains. At least there was one pair of tender 

hands to allay, if nothing else, the loneliness in his dying hour. 
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Not the Man Nor His Works but the Time and the Place Almost Forgotten 

The great Apostle was laid to rest in this public cemetery on May 14, 1857. This 

cemetery, covering more than an acre of land, for many years was encroached upon by 

various owners of the surrounding land and turned back to cultivation --obliterating many 

of the graves. However, there was a section containing the grave of Parley and the grave 

of an infant of Zealey Wynn which had not been disturbed. Together with these there 

were some other graves unmolested. The Wynn child's grave was the only one in the 

cemetery marked with a white marble slab. Parley's grave was marked with a sandstone 

slab, unchanged from it's original shape when selected and was a likeness to the country 

of South America. It was from this stone and the near proximity to the grave of the Wynn 

child's stone that it was positively identified by a man who was reared in sight of the 

cemetery and lived there until a grown man. 

Pratt Family Interested 

The late Bro._____Giles who had married into the Pratt family visited the writer to 

discuss the possibility of purchasing the cemetery from the individual who owned the 

land. After having made two or three trips to the place it was learned that the purchase 

could be made. Considerable credit should be given Sister Mary Pratt Parrish of 

Bountiful, Utah for her interest in the discovery of the grave and her enthusiasm for 

having the place properly marked. 

The Place Purchased by the Pratt Family: A Monument Erected 

After the Pratt family had secured title to the place a fund was raised and a fitting 

monument erected upon which, in addition to the necessary historical information, is 

engraved a perfect memorial to the super intelligence of this Heaven-Inspired Man -- 

"The Morning Breaks, the Shadow Flee----" 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Interesting Interim Incidentals in the Search  

for the Grave of Elder Parley Parker Pratt, 

a Martyred Apostle in  

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

By James M. Pope, Sr. 

In the days just preceding the time at which the writer became a member of the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, he was associated quite closely with an old brother who 

had lived in the state of Arkansas in the vicinity of Fort Smith, and Van Buren. He had 

operated a ferry on the Arkansas River and had met many people who had lived there for 

many years. This man was born around 1860 and came into the Church around the turn of 

the century. The story of the martyrdom of Elder Parley Parker Pratt was quite young at 
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that time and was a topic of conversation quite frequently. We might add here that -- If 

we don't talk we will not be quoted -- if we do we will be misquoted and so it was with 

this old brother -- he had heard too many "misquotes." More about this later. 

Converts and Their Deep Interest 

Many people who have reached maturity and have endeavored to grasp an understandable 

application of the teachings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, find themselves enveloped in a 

maze of new evidence never before dreamed of which grips them with such dynamic 

force that they are impelled into earnest research in order to gain the testimony that will 

add to the little spark that brought them to the greater light -- the greater light which fills 

the aching void and satisfies the hungry soul. 

Another Convert 

In the category mentioned above was a man in the city of Stillwater, Oklahoma, an 

attorney-at-law. John W. Whipple was his name. President Elias S. Woodruff of the 

Central States Mission had decided to organize a branch of the Church at Stillwater 

having in mind John W. Whipple to preside over it. He had also decided to use the writer 

as one of the counselors, having been advised the writer was contemplating a move to 

Stillwater in order to live in a college town for the benefits his family of boys would 

realize from an educational standpoint. Another counselor chosen was Dr. Peter Nelson, 

an agricultural professor in the college. Thus the presidency of the Stillwater, Oklahoma 

branch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was presided over by Peter, 

James and John. 

A Big Day 

To the two middle-aged converts and Dr. Nelson our first meeting in this capacity was a 

great day. Dr. Nelson was an immigrant from Sweden -- a solid and devoted Latter-day 

Saint. The thoughts which ran through his mind after this meeting with two foundlings 

might well be of interest. At any rate we got along like brothers and the branch grew to 

considerable proportions and today is one of the wards in the Oklahoma City Stake. 

Brother John Finds an Old Book 

The first edition of the book Life and Travels of Parley P. Pratt was printed in 1874. The 

second edition was printed in 1888 and the third edition forty years later, 1938. 

Somewhere Brother John found a volume of one of the earlier editions which had no 

cover. He was having it rebound and mentioned it to me one day and the conversation 

drifted into the place of his martyrdom and place of burial. We were aware of the fact that 

it was in Arkansas -- but where? 

The Old Brother Who Had Gathered Too Many To-Quotes 
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The writer's mind then turned to the thought that our old brother whom he knew so well 

back in the little oil field at DeNoya, Oklahoma, Brother James E. Scott, was sure to 

know exactly where all this took place. Writing to him and receiving an answer in the 

affirmative, we began talking of a trip, taking Brother Scott along, in an endeavor to 

locate the grave. 

Arrangements were made -- the date was set and when the time arrived we brought 

Brother Scott over from an early start which was on a Monday morning. 

More Later about Too Many Mis-Quotes---Brother John Couldn't Make the Trip 

Brother John advised me on Sunday that he would be unable to make the trip because of 

a case he had coming up in court on Monday, but suggested that the trip be made without 

him. 

Dear Old Brother Berry 

The writer was in the employ of Brother Thomas N. Berry, a successful farmer, stock 

man, and oil operator. Brother Berry offered the use of his car and to pay all expenses on 

the trip. He also accompanied us on the trip and had an enjoyable experience. 

We Arrived at Fort Smith 

Upon our arrival at Fort Smith Brother Scott directed that we go to a place eight miles 

south of Fort Smith and in that vicinity we would be near the place where the martyrdom 

took place. Previously Brother Scott had advised the writer that Parley was murdered 

along a lonely road there and that a grave was dug at the cite of the crime and the body of 

Parley was placed in it and covered up without ceremony, deserted and unmarked. 

We returned to Fort Smith and visited an old gentlemen whose name was Scott who had 

been a captain in the southern Confederacy. Mr. Scott was then ninety- four years old. It 

was quite unusual to hear from the lips of this old man -- "I never heard of this man 

Pratt." 

Brother James E. Scott was at the end of his line of leads when he was unable to find, 

after many years of modernization and change, a place he could recognize as one he had 

ever seen before, as also unable to contact anyone in Fort Smith who could give us any 

leads which would take us to the place we wanted to find. 

Brother Scott Goes Visiting 

Realizing that he could be of no further help he suggested that we take him to the home 

of a cousin at Greenwood, a few miles south of Fort Smith. He remained there until our 

leave for home some days later. 

A "Bare-footed Search" 
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The next day what might be called a door-to door inquiry to try to locate someone who 

remembered something about Parley P. Pratt. Most of that day was spent in knocking on 

doors. Dear old Brother Berry was quite feeble and unable to render physical assistance, 

but his moral support was at the top of the register. 

Late that afternoon contact was made with two old ladies -- sisters, living in an old 

mansion just one block from the main street in downtown Fort Smith. They had been 

newspaper correspondents for many years. Receiving from them a considerable amount 

of information about the whereabouts of the issue of the paper carrying the account of the 

Pratt case, it developed that the issue was in the State Capitol building with all the issues 

previous to 1860, also that the martyrdom occurred north of Van Buren, but the exact 

location they were unable to tell. This information indicated that a trip to Little Rock 

might be necessary, but another mission of questioning began in Van Buren. 

Hugh Park, Editor of the "Press Argus," the Van Buren Weekly Newspaper 

Calling at the newspaper office and meeting the wife of the editor, it was learned that the 

editor was at home in bed, sick with the `flu.' Learning the mission at hand Mrs. Park 

suggested that we go to her home and meet her husband. We met Mr. Hugh Park and 

found him feeling well enough to carry on an extensive conversation on the subject and 

seemed over enthusiastic about it which, to the writer, was quite encouraging. Calling for 

his wife's brother and wife to come over he inquired of them if they would go with us on 

search for this grave. The final arrangement was the editors's wife and her brother went. 

We first stopped in the little town of Alma, at the junction of U.S. highways 71 and 64. 

There we contacted an old lady who had been a girlhood sweetheart of a man living three 

miles north of Alma. She consented to go with us to the home of this old gentleman 

whom she was quite sure could tell us where this grave is located. 

James Carrol Fine 

Arriving at the farm home of Mr. James Carrol Fine we were greeted, welcomed and 

invited where we talked about the weather and maybe another thing or two. Then the lady 

from Alma, advised Mr. Fine as to the purpose of our visit. Mr. Fine frankly advised us 

that he knew where the grave was but just as frankly refused to tell us where it was. 

"Almost Persuaded"---Then--- 

Mr. Fine proceeded to lay before us the feeling of the people of Crawford County, 

Arkansas toward the Mormon people, stating that the missionaries would go through the 

county and put their literature in the cracks of fence rails and yard posts, and that they 

had to keep a watch out for it to burn it in order to keep it out of the hands of their 

children. 

He told us one incident taking place in his own life while he was a road overseer with a 

crew of men working the road within a hundred yards of the place where Parley was 
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killed. He told them that they would have twenty-four hours to get out of the country or 

they would meet the same fate that "Old Pratt" met. 

Feeling that we were too close to our goal to give up, and this old man now 81 years old 

and quite feeble, the writer felt that a treatment was due. That treatment turned into the 

successful achievement of our mission. 

The "Fine' Family 

The writer was acquainted with several families by the name of Fine who lived in 

southern Missouri, and quite closely associated with one of these families. This subject 

intentionally raised brought instantaneous interest which developed into the total sum that 

the FINE family were true to their name -- really fine people. 

Ripe Time for Action 

While in the spell brought on by fond memories of the great achievement of the FINES of 

the past, James Carrol Fine, old and feeble, one of the many Mormon haters said to his 

wife -- "Mother -- give me my coat, my hat and my cane -- I'm going to show this man 

"old Pratt's grave." 

We Go to the Old Abandoned Cemetery 

We drove a short distance west and north, crossing 71 highway and approached the old 

burial place on the east side and at this point we were between the cemetery and the little 

log house cite (the house had burned down) which stood on a slope of the hill that 

continued down to a ravine some 100 yards away where there was a flowing spring of 

water, the name of it was and still is Fine Spring. 

Leaving the car we walked about forty steps into a little patch of brush trees, the one 

small spot in the cemetery which had not been disturbed. Mr. Fine seemed puzzled at the 

condition of the place and indicated to me where the corner of the cemetery was when he 

was a boy of six which corner he passed daily one or more times with a brother as they 

would go to the old spring named for their father to carry water to the house for drinking 

and cooking purposes. He lived there with the family until he was about twenty years old. 

Searching through the sandstones which were barely showing through the leaves he said 

"When you find it, it will be shaped like the map of south America." On my knees, 

digging with my hands and praying silently I was trying to find that stone. Mr. Fine, 

standing with his cane in his hand watching the operation. I was working on a rock which 

was about three feet from a group of white-oak saplings growing in a circle about four 

feet in diameter. About sixteen or more inches of the previously scarcely visible rock was 

now exposed. Suddenly Mr. Fine stepped forward and with a somewhat forceful physical 

gesture placed his cane on the top of the rock and said "That's it -- that is old man Pratt's 

grave, I have looked at it many times." Then surveying the surroundings he remembered 

the baby of Zealey Wynn was buried a few feet from Parley's grave. 
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Though scared, the old man had one experience which he related to me which was a 

comical experience growing out of the slave situation during the Civil War. Some time 

after the burial of Parley some one or more built a rail pen around the grave. It was about 

five years after the death of Parley, this pen still there, that one day little Jimmie Fine and 

an older brother were going to the spring for some water. As they were passing the corner 

of the cemetery which he had previously indicated to me something happened which sent 

them back to the house and little Jimmie hid under the bed and listened to his brother tell 

with abated breath what they saw "old Pratt" as he "rizz up out of his grave and he come 

up a niger." It seems to me that this one incident is evidence that in that early day often 

among enemies of the Mormon people there was one thing that remained with them -- 

their teaching of the literal resurrection from the dead. 

President Harold Pratt, Son of the Late Helaman Pratt 

In this same year (1937) President Harold Pratt, after attending the October Conference in 

Salt Lake city, came to Stillwater, Oklahoma and requested the writer to accompany him 

and Sister Pratt to the grave of his grandfather. We were glad to accommodate and we 

were accompanied this time by President John W. Whipple. During the several hours 

drive President requested that the writer tell him in minute detail all the doings which 

transpired and all the discoveries which might or might not be known by the membership 

of the Church or the Pratt families in general. One thing absolutely certain is that there 

was a time when someone knew all the facts the writer was trying to discover, (or rather 

recover) I suppose. 

We arrived in the community, visited the scene of the martyrdom, the place where he 

died and the place where Zealey Wynn's blacksmith shop was located. We also visited 

the old road and the approximate place where Parley had left the road to try to escape his 

assassins, then last of all went to the cemetery to see the grave of his grandfather. 

"Finn" Spring and "Fine" Spring 

After a short visit at the grave and at the place where the little log house stood we moved 

further down the slope toward Fine spring. There President Pratt stopped and took a long 

look in silence of the landscape. Brother Whipple and Sister Pratt were engaged in 

conversation a few feet away. Standing a few feet away from President Pratt, he turned 

and came to me. He was quiet, solemn and seemingly impressed as he laid his arm 

around my shoulders and, somewhat apologetically said: "Brother Pope I have been a 

silent man all day. I suppose you have wondered why I didn't talk or ask questions. Now I 

have something to tell you." I cannot use his words in expressing to me his feelings 

concerning the details of our February expedition there, the circumstances, the unearthing 

of evidences supporting facts connected with the case, not knowing of any written record. 

Through the years his voice has remained with me when he said: "Before leaving Salt 

Lake I went to the Church archives to see if I could find something about all this, I found 

a record written by Eleanor McLean which contains almost verbatim what I have heard 

from you today. "The Lord surely was with you in this righteous cause." 
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Sincerely, 

James M. Pope Sr.  

503 So. Pleasant St.  

Independence, MO 64650 
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Appendix 2, Original Survey Data Plates 

 

 
2006 Property Survey Map Surveyed and prepared by Hoffman-Prieur and Associates, 

Inc., Van Buren, Arkansas.  
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Ground Penetrating Radar Survey Grid Map 
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1.01-foot depth GPR 
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 1.26-foot depth GPR 
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1.52-foot depth GPR 



 69

 
1.77-foot depth GPR 
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2.03-foot depth GPR 
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2.29-foot depth GPR 
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2.54-foot depth GPR 
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2.73-foot depth GPR 
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2.99-foot depth GPR 
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3.31-foot depth GPR 
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3.63-foot depth GPR 
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4.33-foot depth GPR 
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Electromagnetic Survey Grid Map 
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15030 Hz Quad EM 
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15030 Hz In-phase EM 
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12030 Hz Quad EM 
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12030 Hz In-phase EM   



 83

 
9990 Hz Quad EM 
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9990 Hz In-phase EM 
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5010 Hz Quad EM 
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5010 Hz In-phase EM 
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Appendix 3, Pictures of the Monument and Property 

 

 
 

Looking south-southwest showing the EM Survey methods with the red 2-foot grid flags 
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Looking north, showing the GPR survey method, following the two-foot survey lines 
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Looking west again, showing the GPR survey with 2-foot survey flags along the south 

fence 
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Looking west, showing the survey flags. The property line is the border between the 

green and brown grass. 
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Looking northwest, showing yellow flags placed over initial metal detector anomalies 
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Looking east-south of monument fence showing metal detector anomalies 
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Looking north from outside the southwest monument fence corner 
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Looking northeast from outside the front monument fence 
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Looking southeast from outside the front monument fence 
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Looking northwest from the cement parking pad in front of the property by the road 
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Looking west into the fenced monument area from front entrance. 
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Looking southwest, showing the Parley and the Wynn monuments 
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Looking northwest, showing the Parley monument and the unknown gravestone by the 

tree 
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Looking north from behind Parley’s monument, showing the Wynn and unknown 

gravestones 
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Looking east, showing the gravestone marking an unknown grave. This marks Grave 6b 

in the report. 
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Looking southeast from the back corner of the fenced monument area, showing the 

unknown gravestone and Parley’s monument 
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Looking south, behind Parley’s monument, showing the unknown and Wynn gravestones 
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Looking southwest from the midpoint of the north fence 
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Looking northwest from the midpoint of the south fence 
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Looking west, showing the southwest corner of the fence and the Wynn gravestone 
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Looking west, showing the orientation of Parley’s monument and the unknown 

gravestone behind the tree 
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Looking south from in front of the monument fence showing the metal detector 

anomalies
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Picture looking south-southeast, showing the metal detector anomalies for Grave 7 in the 

foreground and Grave 2 in the background, as marked in the report. The green flags 

outline and show the size of these two metal detector anomalies. 



 110 

 
 

Looking northeast, showing the back of Parley’s monument and the damage done from 

vandals chipping souvenir pieces from the monument 
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Looking west at Parley’s monument. Grave 3c is under the cement at the bottom left of 

this picture. 

 

 


