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“Finding Parley” and 
Preserving Our History
by Robert J. Grow

More than a year ago, a small 
group of Parley’s descendants felt 
compelled to again renew the 
Family’s quest to find the place that 
Parley was actually buried in Arkan-
sas and to honor his dying request by 
moving his remains to the place 
reserved for him by his family in the 
Salt Lake City Cemetery. This 
journey to date has involved trips to 
Arkansas, historical research, scien-
tific inquiry (spearheaded by Dr. 
Ernest Robison), and sacred experi-
ences. Although the quest continues 
and no decisions have been made, 
this experience has spurred us to 
designate 2007 as a "Year of 
Remembrance," not only in honor of 
the 200th anniversary of Parley's 
birth and 150th anniversary of his 
death, but the entire legacy of the 
Pratt family.

Our Pratt ancestors who joined 
the fledgling Mormon movement 
were men and women of great 
stamina, faith, and courage.  Along 
the gospel path, our ancestors 
married, bore children, and buried 
their beloved dead, all of whom, 
young and old, even babes in arms, 
were martyrs to the faith and died in 
the cause of truth.  Whether they 
died suddenly or their lives were 
“worn out” in service to the Lord 
and one another, their lives were not 
in vain but helped create the energy 
and momentum of the Restoration 
by which it survived the great 
challenges of those early years.   

In everything they did, they were 

DVD Biography of Five 
Pratt Brothers

This 2 to 2 ½ hour DVD biogra-
phy tells the story of Anson, 
William, Parley, Orson, and Nelson, 
the five Pratt brothers, children of 
Jared and Charity Pratt, and includes 
a segment on our Pratt ancestors 
beginning in 16th century England.

It will tell about Anson, the 
oldest son, who died within weeks 
of his wife, mother and a daughter, 
all from cholera. His was a martyr’s 
death caused by exposure and 
fatigue after being driven from 
Nauvoo. William, often overlooked 
in Church history, was a member of 
the First Quorum of the Seventy and 
served several missions. It tells 
Parley’s story of the bulldog and the 
jailer, together with how he gave up 
everything to go on a mission, and 
was then “egged” by a mob. Orson, 
known today for his full beard, was 
very handsome in his younger years. 
A brilliant and self-taught scientist, 
he crossed the Atlantic 16 times on 
missions. Nelson, the youngest 
brother, had four wives in succes-
sion, his first wife dying at age 21 
and his second at age 27.  Nelson 
loved his brothers, naming his 
second son Orson. 

With more than 1,000 pictures, 
these and other fascinating and 
faith-promoting stories are told by 
an all-star cast headed by Joseph 
Fielding McConkie (BYU), Susan 
Easton Black (BYU), Jenny Hale 
Pulsipher (BYU), David J. Whit-
taker (BYU), Matthew J. Grow 
(Notre Dame), Glenn N. Rowe

focused on the generations that 
would follow in their footsteps.  
They hoped that their stories would 
be preserved, told, and retold to their 
descendants, not for self-
aggrandizement but to engender the 
same stamina, faith and courage in 
their descendants as they also faced 
the challenges of mortality.  Those 
stories--our collective family memo-
ries of them--are being lost each day 
as the oldest surviving descendants 
die with their memories unpreserved 
and as the written records become 
further fragmented or lost.  Let us 
rally as a Family in this Year of 
Remembrance to permanently 
preserve for their growing posterity 
the stories of their lives. If we “turn 
the hearts of our children to their 
fathers” in this way, our children’s 
lives will be enriched and empow-
ered by the great legacy of those who 
laid the foundation on which we 
build.  With the tools we have today, 
if we preserve these stories now, they 
will be preserved and shared forever. Continued on page 2

The Jared Pratt Family Association’s

2007: A Pratt Family “Year of Remembrance”

Goals for 2007:

1.  Preserving & sharing 
history -- ”Telling their 

stories”

2.  Finding, remarking, and 
rededicating three 

generations of graves

3.  Celebrating Our 
Heritage; 

Strengthening the Family



DVD (cont. from page 1)
(Director, Church History Depart-
ment) and Karl Ricks Anderson 
(Kirtland Historian).

The production team filmed in 
Kirtland, Nauvoo, Iowa, following 
the exodus from Winter Quarters to 
the Salt Lake Valley, as well as in 
Arkansas, where Parley was 
martyred.  The Church Historical 
Department has been very support-
ive, providing historic pictures and 
sources.  

Conceived and directed by Paul 
DeBry, this DVD, which has 
required thousands of donated hours 
and tens of thousands of dollars, will 
be completed in the coming months 
and available at the reunion in July.  
Be there with your family!

The New Pratt Website

A hundred years ago, Parley 
spoke of the power of the press and 
used that power to spread the word.  
Today’s Internet has significantly 
magnified our ability to spread the 
history of our family to tens of thou-
sands of Pratt descendants.

Updated, expanded and 
enhanced, the Pratt family website, 
www.pratt-family.org, under the 
direction of David Grow, now 
contains more history about a single 
pioneer family than any other exist-
ing website, and new documents and 
photographs are being added each 
week.  The website personally high-
lights the five Pratt brothers, their 
wives and each of their children.  
Have you been online to see what’s 
there for your branch of the family?

We need more information from 
you to expand and share the incred-
ible history of this family.  Is there a 
box in your basement or a trunk in 
your attic with family records and 
pictures?  Help us keep the memory  

The Life, Times, and Legacy 
of Parley P. Pratt: A Historic 
Conference

On Friday, April 20 and Satur-
day, April 21, a unique academic 
conference will be held in Van 
Buren, Arkansas entitled "Religion 
and Reaction: The Life, Times, and 
Legacy of Parley Parker Pratt.”  
During the conference, the family 
will informally and formally gather 
at Parley's gravesite to commemo-
rate the 150th anniversary of his 
death, from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. on 
Friday afternoon and again on 
Sunday morning from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m.  Please notify the Asso-
ciation if you're planning to attend 
the conference. 

This is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and is the first academic 
conference ever held about Parley’s 
legacy.  If you and your family have 
never visited the gravesite and 

of these ancestors alive for future 
generations.

Contact us with any information 
you may have to add to the site at 
jaredprattfamily@gmail.com. 

monument near Van Buren, now is 
the time.

Events will include an opening 
banquet, a readers’ theater on 
Parley’s life, and an academic 
conference.  Presenters at the 
conference include famous historian 
Jan Shipps; Dale Whitman of the 
University of Missouri School of 
Law; Richard Turley, Managing 
Director of the LDS Church’s 
Family and Church History Depart-
ment; cousins Robert Grow, Matt 
Grow, and R. Stephen Pratt; and 
several BYU professors:  David 
Whittaker, Alonzo Gaskill, Alex 
Baugh, and Susan Black.  For more 
information and to register, go to 
www.prattconference.org.  REGIS-
TER NOW!
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Preserving and Sharing History
“Telling the Stories” cont.

Historical articles about Parley P. 
Pratt will appear in the April 

Ensign, as well as the February 
magazine of the Sons of Utah 

Pioneers.  We have arranged for the 
second magazine to be mailed to all 
family members on the mailing list 

free of charge.



Rediscovering Thankful Halsey 
Pratt’s Grave in Kirtland

On March 25, 1837, Thankful 
Halsey Pratt passed away almost 
immediately after giving birth to her 
only child, Parley P. Pratt, Jr.  A 
grieving Parley buried the love of 
his youth in a cemetery near the 
Kirtland Temple.  Soon thereafter, 
the saints departed Kirtland and the 
location of her grave was lost to the 
family.  This year, a deed to Parley 
of a cemetery plot in the Kirtland 
Cemetery was rediscovered.  
Thankful’s resting place can now be 
appropriately marked and rededi-
cated by her family.  If you are a 
descendant of Parley, Jr. and are 
interested in helping, please contact 
us (see contact info below).

time, Orson’s house was torn down, 
Parley’s became a Catholic monas-
tery, and a Catholic Church was 
unknowingly built over these hidden 
burial sites.  

During this year of remem-
brance, help us remember and honor 
the little children who died along the 
gospel path.  If you are willing to 
assist in locating, marking, and 
rededicating one or more of the 
graves of the 30 such children in the 
families of Anson, William, Parley, 
Orson and Nelson, please contact 
the Association (see contact info 
below).

Gone But Not Forgotten

Jared and Charity Pratt were the 
oldest generation of our family to 
embrace the Restoration of the 
Gospel.  They died in 1839 and 
1849, respectively.  Their five sons 
died between 1849 and 1889.  Most 
of their children and their spouses 
had passed away by the early 1900s.  
During the last 100-150 years, the 
locations of many of these graves 
have been lost to our family; many 
no longer are appropriately marked.  
We are inviting the family, during 
this year of remembrance, to locate, 
remark and rededicate the graves of 
these three generations, with each 
descendant line taking responsibility 
for its own ancestors.  There are 
approximately 225 ancestors whose 
gravesites need to be investigated, 
many of which have already been 
identified by cemetery and exact 
burial plot by research in the last 
month.  We need the assistance of 
numerous family members to inves-
tigate and photograph the conditions 
of the gravesite.  (This could be an 
enjoyable Saturday or Sunday 
family outing with your children or 
grandchildren to help them appreci-
ate their heritage.  Historical infor-
mation about each of these people 
can be found on the website.)     
They are scattered throughout 
Utah—Salt Lake City, Provo, 
Fillmore, Ogden, Nephi, etc.; 
throughout Idaho, California, Ohio, 
Michigan, Illinois, Florida, Iowa, 
Missouri, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
Ohio, Nevada, etc.  The known 
information about these gravesites is 
listed on the website.  

Each of us owes a great debt of 
gratitude to these ancestors.  To 
volunteer and for specific instruc-
tions, please visit the website or see 
contact information.

Where are Jared, Charity, and 
Anson buried?

The faithful oldest Pratt brother, 
Anson, cared for and buried both his 
parents. Jared died in 1839 in Ham-
tramck, Michigan, near modern-day 
Detroit, while Charity died in St. 
Joseph, Missouri, from cholera in 
1849.  Anson died six days after his 
mother and most of his family 
traveled west to Utah.  The only 
early cemetery in the area of Ham-
tramck is now located within the 
boundary of a General Motors plant 
and can only be visited twice a year.  
Is this the cemetery where Jared is 
buried?  In 1849, where were Char-
ity and Anson buried in St. Joseph, 
Missouri?  Interested in helping us 
find out?  Please contact the Asso-
ciation (see contact info below).

Honoring Young Martyrs to the 
Faith

Some of the Pratt family children 
who died in Nauvoo were buried in a 
family plot on the boundary between 
Parley’s and Orson’s homes.  We 
believe this plot contained three 
small graves (two children of 
Parley:  Nathan and Susan; and one 
child of Orson: Sarah Marinda) 
when they were driven from 
Nauvoo.  Before departing, their 
headstones were buried just above 
the coffins to protect the location of 
these children.  As the saints 
suffered through the bitter cold 
spring of 1846 on the western banks 
of the Mississippi, William and 
Wealthy Eddy Pratt’s little girl, 
Martha, also died.  At the request of 
her mother, Parley and William 
recrossed the river under cover of 
darkness into mob-controlled 
Nauvoo and buried this fourth Pratt 
child alongside the others.  Over 
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Finding, Remarking, and Rededicating 
Three Generations of Graves

David Grow
9767 Little Cottonwood Pl.
Sandy, UT 84092
801-885-8589
jaredprattfamily@gmail.com

Contact Info



Genetic Cancer Research
by Margaret Sevy

In 2000, I was diagnosed with 
Breast Cancer at the age of 46.  
Breast and Ovarian Cancer had run 
in my family for at least 3 prior 
generations; my great-grandmother 
died at age 39, my grandmother at 
53, and my own mother (Peggy 
Grow) at 63.   Upon my diagnosis, I 
approached my doctor at the Hunts-
man Cancer Institute about testing 
me for the BRCA gene mutations.   
At that time, I was tested with a 
simple blood test and discovered 
that I carry the BRCA 2 gene muta-
tion and enrolled in the Breast 
Cancer Family Registry at the 
Huntsman Cancer Institute. They 
have been very supportive through-
out my own battle with cancer.   All 
of these women were direct descen-
dants of Jared Pratt, through Parley 
P. Pratt.  It is possible that the gene 
mutation affects a broader group of 
the Pratt family.  The BRCA 2 muta-
tion can cause cancer in both men  

and women. If a parent does not 
have the mutation, it can not be 
passed on to their children. It does 
not skip generations!  The High Risk 
Breast Cancer Clinic is considering 
the possibility of testing the older 
"willing" members of the Pratt 
family at our reunion to discover the 
extent to which the mutation is part 
of our family heritage.   They would 
also offer an educational session to 
all those interested.  This may be the 
first opportunity for a large, multi-
generation, pioneer family to assist 
in finding a cancer cure.   If you are 
female and carry the gene mutation, 
the lifetime risk may be as high as 
80% that you will develop cancer.  If 
you have the mutation, the odds are 
50-50 of passing it on to each of 
your children.

If you are interested in participat-
ing in a confidential and simple 
blood test at the reunion, please 
contact me by mail at the 
Association’s address (c/o Margaret 
Sevy), or at mgsevy@hotmail.com.  
If you are found to have the gene  

mutation, then you would have the 
option of inviting your descendants 
to be tested as well.   Although the 
Huntsman Cancer Institute is 
excited to conduct this research, the 
idea originated with me, not with 
them.

Your Contribution Matters 

Many of the things described in 
this newsletter are expensive.  Can 
you help financially?   Donate to the 
Jared Pratt Family Association on 
the website or send a check to:

 
Jared Pratt Family Association
9767 Little Cottonwood Pl.
Sandy, UT 84092
 
If you wish to make a larger 

contribution that is tax deductible to 
one of these specific projects, please 
e-mail Robert Grow at 
jaredprattfamily@gmail.com or call 
at 801-943-4648.
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Celebrating Our Heritage; 
Strengthening the Family

PRATT FAMILY REUNION!

July 20-21, 2007

Federal Heights Chapel
Salt Lake City, Utah

More information to follow

Reserve the dates now!
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