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Pratt Family Update
Finding Parley: Moving Parley
by Robert J. Grow
The Family’s effort to find and
move Apostle Parley P. Pratt’s
remains from Arkansas to Utah are
ongoing. Parley’s dying wish was to
be buried among the people he loved
in Salt Lake City where several of
his wives subsequently reserved a
place between them in the Salt Lake
City Cemetery.
Legal counsel in Arkansas is
preparing the necessary legal documents to seek court approval to
move Parley. A team of volunteer
archeological experts is preparing a
plan to exhume his remains next
spring. Our goal is to hold a memorial service and reinter Parley by
Memorial Day 2008.
Legal services through October
of $5,092.38 have more than
exhausted the contributions generously donated at the reunion in July
totaling $4,175. (We are now in need

of the additional approximately
$3,000 committed to be contributed
at the reunion.) Funds are also
needed for the following: completing the legal steps; disinterring and
reinterring Parley’s remains with the
assistance of reputable mortuaries in
Arkansas and Utah; restoring and
improving the Arkansas monument
site; holding the memorial service;
and preparing and upgrading Parley’s
family site in the Salt Lake City
Cemetery. We currently estimate
that these efforts may cost in excess
of an additional $30,000 or perhaps
more. (All family members involved
in this process are donating their time
and expenses to his effort.) If you
would like to help, or have previously committed to make a contribution, please send your tax deductible
donation made out to “Family
Research Projects” and designated
for “Parley P. Pratt memorial fund”
to the Jared Pratt Family Association,
9767 Little Cottonwood Place,
Cut here, order form on reverse side
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Sandy, UT 84092.
We remain dedicated to fulfilling
Parley’s final request in a careful,
cautious, and reverential manner.
Thank you for your support.

Forthcoming Biography
Parley P. Pratt

of

Terryl Givens and Matt Grow are
collaborating on a biography of
Parley P. Pratt which they intend to
publish with Oxford University
Press. Their biography will narrate
Parley’s life and situate him in the
intellectual, cultural, and religious
contexts of the nineteenth century.
They need our help to make this the
most complete and accurate biography of Parley possible. It is likely
that many records pertaining to
Parley are still in the hands of his
descendants. If you own or know of
any such records—letters, journals,
or other accounts written by Parley,
his wives or children, or
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associates—please contact Matt at
mgrow@nd.edu or 574-631-3022.
They are not seeking your original
documents, but would like access to
any pertinent documents through
photocopies or scanned images.
Givens, a professor of literature
and religion at the University of
Richmond, is the author of several
groundbreaking works on Mormon
history, including studies on
nineteenth-century anti-Mormonism
(The Viper on the Hearth), the Book
of Mormon in American culture (By
the Hand of Mormon), and Mormon
culture (People of Paradox), all
published by Oxford University
Press. A postdoctoral scholar in
history at the University of Notre
Dame, Grow recently completed a
biography of Thomas L. Kane and
has served for several years as one
of the family historians.

Thankful Halsey’s Grave
by Ernest Parker Robison
Great news! Last year we were
able to locate Thankful Halsey’s
grave in the Kirtland Cemetery just
across the street north of the
Kirtland Temple. For over a century,
her grave was unmarked and no one
knew where it was. Last year we
found two historic documents: a
deed to a cemetery plot purchased

Page 2

by Parley P. Pratt a few days after
Thankful’s death from complications incident to the birth of Parley,
Jr.; and an old cemetery plat map
showing the locations of the earliest
graves. Thankful is buried in the
most prominent location in the
cemetery, on a hill next to the Smith
family graves, including those of the
two Murdock twins adopted by
Joseph and Emma.
We have received permission
from the Kirtland City Cemetery
Board to erect a monument to
Thankful (similar to the Smith’s
white marble monument) that will
include Parley’s written tribute to
the “wife of my youth and mother of
my firstborn.”
The white marble stone is expensive, costing $2465. One half of the
money has already been donated but
we need another $1232.50. Kirtland
was Parley’s and Thankful’s city,
where they participated together in
many of the founding events of the
Restoration.
Please make tax
deductible donations out to “Family
Research Projects,” designated for
“Thankful’s Memorial,” and send to
the Jared Pratt Family Association,
9767 Little Cottonwood Place,
Sandy, UT 84092.
Come join us Sunday morning,
April 13, 2008, as we dedicate this
memorial. On April 11th and 12th,

we will visit 12 sites around
Kirtland that were significant in
their lives. Saturday evening April
12th, we may hold a family meeting
in the Kirtland Temple if there is
sufficient interest. This is a once in a
lifetime opportunity to visit these
sites, meet in the Kirtland Temple,
dedicate a grave and monument, and
create another historic and sacred
place where the family can gather
together to remember the sacrifices
of our ancestors. If you are interested in participating in the Kirtland
weekend, please reply to David
Grow
by
phone
(801-885-8589) or email at
jaredprattfamily@gmail.com . We
need to get an idea of how many
people will come.

Cut here, mail in order form

Price: We are strongly encouraging a $25 donation per family to help offset the costs associated with ongoing family projects,
including the family newsletter, the production of the DVD, marking the graves of some of our ancestors, etc. If you send the
$25 donation with this form, the price will be $10 per DVD. If you choose not to make this donation, the normal price is $15
per DVD. If you have already donated this year, you do not need to donate again. We will fill these orders promptly so you
can give them as Christmas presents.
Shipping: Shipping will be $2.50 for the first DVD and $0.50 for each additional copy.

With $25 Donation
# of DVDs
__________________
x $10.00
Subtotal:
__________________
Shipping:
__________________
Total:
__________________

Without $25 Donation
# of DVDs
__________________
x $15.00
Subtotal:
__________________
Shipping:
__________________
Total:
__________________

Mail Order Form To:
Jared Pratt Family Association
c/o Robert Grow
9767 Little Cottonwood Pl.
Sandy, UT 84092

